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The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEVELOP- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or writing 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects. Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

One of the aims of the Department of Overseas Trade is 
to bring its Overseas Services into close personal touch with 
business men, and British firms when sending representa- 
tives abroad are recommended to instruct them to call on 
His Majesty’s Consular Officers in the countries they visit, 
and on the Commercial Diplomatic Officer in the capital of 
each country and, in the case of the Dominions, on His 
Majesty’s Trade Commissioners. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 





See seessesnsnssenstsneneneennsss 


foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and» 
now available for the inspection of British manufactuy 
The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened. 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birmingy 
and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, 5th March. The Ux 
dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Stre, 
S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made, 
In order that British manufacturers may have an opp. 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods ¢ 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board ¢ 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at th 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Inieli. 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 
A new index has been prepared, in which the cataloguy 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture ani 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this inda 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers » 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department ¢ 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basin. 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 
All communications intended for the Department of Over 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should bk 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), % 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 

















OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private ard confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
Development and Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, 

ndon, S.W. 1. 





FORM K. 

Hi.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can be 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the local bank 





references of the firms concerned, goods particularly 
required, terms of trading and language in which or 
respondence should be carried on, is furnished to tle 
Department on a prescribed form, which is known 4 
Form K. 
In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation 
ESSENTIAL. 
A system of co-operation between the Department gy : 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Britis 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is beim 
attained as follows :— 
1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 
That is, the Department issues the information to- 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. ; 
The bodies comprised in these organisations have their | 
various component trades classified as shown in “Form K, 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to tho 
firms which come ander that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 
The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informe 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive ‘* 
information have to be approved by the Department. 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other * 
who wish to participate should apply through their Cham! 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries \™ 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 


THE WEEKLY 








OUTPUT. 


Provisional figures for the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 4th September are 


given below. 


The output for the week ended 4th September was 
4,750,900 tons, against 4,590,600 tons in the previous 
week, and 4,697,200 tons in the corresponding long 


week in Northumberland and Durham. 


The increase in the week’s output was mainly due to 
the expansion of production in the Yorkshire and Scot- 
tish areas, particularly the latter, ag will be seen by 
comparison with the previous week’s figures. 
14th Aug. 21st Aug. 


Tons. 
226,600 
620,600 
763,400 


446,400 
610,400 
354,400 
947,100 


106,800 
621,500 


28th Aug. 


Tons. 
237,100 
642,900 
702,800 


427,300 
607,600 
369,800 
947,200 


104,300 
544,600 





4th Sept: 
Tons. 
226,200 
620,900 
772,300 


444,900 
595,000 
363,300 
966,300 


105,100 
656,900 





Tons. 
Northumberland 239,900 
Durham 643,500 
Yorkshire .. 759,100 
Lancashire, Cheshire, 
and North Wales... 467,800 
Derby, Nottingham, 
and Leicester . 567,400 
Stafford, Shropshire, 
Warwick, Worcester 326,100 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire 858,800 
Other English Dists. 109,200 
Scotland as .. 623,400 
Total . 4,595,200 


FIFTY-TWO 


4,697,200 4,590,600 4,750,900 





WEEKS’ 


SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal since 6th Sep- 


tember, 1919, is 
1919. 


September 13th 
September 20th 
September 27th 
October 4th ... 
October 11th ... 
Cctober 18th 
October 25th ... 
November Ist... 
November 8th 
November 15th 
November 22nd 
November 29th 
December 6th 
December 13th 
December 20th 
December 27th 
1920. 
January 3rd 
January 10th ... 
January 17th ... 
January 24th ... 
January 3lst... 
February 7th .. 
February 14th 
February 21st 
February 28th 


Tons. 
4,489,816 


. 8,494,712 


4,540,723 
4,902,906 
4,851,521 
4,866,066 


. 4,846,167 


given below :-— 


1920. 


March 
March 
March 2 
March 27th 
April 3rd 

April 10th 
April 17th 
April 24th 
May Ist 

May 8th 

May 15th 
May 22nd 
May 29th 
June 5th 

June 12th 
June 19th 
June 26th 
July 3rd 

July 
July 
July 24th 
July 31st 
August 7th 
August 14th 
August 21st 
August 28th 
September 4th 


ee ere 


oereee 





Tons. 
4,852,427 


. 4,900,640 
. 4,872,642 
. 4,879,192 


3,979,747 
3,337,793 
4,833,072 
4,989,666 
4,564,564 
4,674,302 
4,860,668 
4,830,707 
3,199,947 
4,718,183 
4,769,824 


. 4,873,737 


4,685,524 
4,734,651 
4,676,328 
4.665.546 
4 284,419 
4,565,200 
3,086,700 


. 4,595,200 
. 4,697,200 
... 4,590,600 
4,750,900 


PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


A combined meeting of the Standing Committee on 
Trusts and the Investigation of Prices Standing Com- 
mittee was held on 7th September to consider the Re- 
port of the Timber Sectional Committee and the Interim 
Report on Bricks of the Stone, Bricks, and Clayware 
Sectional Committee of the Puilding Materials Sub- 


Committee. 





The former Report was adopted subject to 


a reservation on the part of the meeting dissociating 
themselves from one of the Sub-Committee’s findings, 


and the latter Report was adopted as presented. 


A 


Sub-Committee was formed to examine and report on 
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a profit-limiting scheme submitted by the Londoy ,, 
merchants. After the termination of this busines 4, 
two Standing Committees held separate meetings — 

The Committee on Trusts (4lst meeting) congide. 
the Report of the Cocoa and Cocoa By-Products g, 
Committee, and referred it back for the inclugig), 
certain additional figures. They also had unde q, 
sideration a Report from the Chief Accountant on gg. 
and profits in the manufacture of Uniform Cloths 

The Investigation of Prices Committee (38th mo: 
ing) agreed the constitution of a Sub-Committee ty». 
quire into the costs and profits of boot and shoe rep, 
ing. They also requested the Motor Fuel Sub-(yp. 
mittee to expedite their second Report, with Spec 
reference to the recent increase in the retail Drie « 
Petrol. | 

Meetings of Sub-Committees took plaze on the gp; 
date as follows :— 3 

Pottery Sub-Committee (Prices). Eighth meeting. Hj 
at Stoke-on-Trent. Further evidence was taken. ; 

Salt Sub-Committee (Trusts). Tenth meeting. A dixy 
sion took place on the proposed increase in the price of «i 

Fish Sub-Committee (Trusts). Ninth meeting, Evideyy 
as to the existence of an alleged combine in Scotland ya 
considered by the Sub-Committee. 

The ninth meeting of the Oils and Fats Sub-Commit 
(Trusts) was held on 9th September. The draft Repor 
was discusscd and adopted. | 

Meetings of Sub-Committees 
September as follows :— 

Cement and Mortar Sectional Committee of the Buildiy 
Materials Sub-Committee (Prices and Trusts). Seventeeni 
meeting. <A draft Report on Cement and Sand was op. 
sidered. 

Meat Sub-Committee (Trusts). Sixteenth meeting, 4 
discussion took place on the Interim Report. 

Glassware Sub-Committee (Trusts). Thirteenth meeting 
Further evidence was taken. ; 


took place on 10th 








PATENT OFFICE LIBRARY. 

The Patent Office Library, 25, Southampton Build 
ings, Chancery Lane, W.C. 2, is open to the public 
daily except on Sundays, Good Friday, Christmas Day. 
Whitsun Eve and Bank Holidays. _ , 

On end after Ist October, 1920, the hours of opening 
will be from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., except on Christmas 
Eve, and Easter Eve, when the Library is closed st 
fy.m. 

In addition to the Printed Specifications, Journals 
Indies and other publications of the Patent Office, the 
Library contains a eollection of British, Colonial and 
Foreign Laws relating to industrial property, the lead- 
ing British and Foreign Scientific and Technical 
Journals, Transactions of Learned Societies, and text 
books of Science and Art. and the full! or abridged 
patent specifications of a large number of countries and 
colonies. 





PRE-WAR ENEMY DEBTS. 

Notice has been given to the Austrian Government 
of the adoption of the Clearing Office scheme for the 
settlement of pre-war debts between this country and 
Austria. It is not intended to adopt the Clearing Office 
scheme in the case of Pulgaria, but British creditors 
who, after taking all reasonable and proper steps, are 
unable to recover the amount of their debts from their 
3ulgarian debtors, will be entitled to rank for dividend 
against Bulgarian property in this country charged 
accordance with the Treatv of Peace. 

Under the powers conferred upon them by the Treaty 
of Peace (Austria) Order and the Treaty of Peace (Bul- 
carina) Order, the Board of Trade have appointed Mr. 
Feerton Spenser Grey, the Controller of the Clearing 
Office under the German Treaty, to be the Administrator 
of Austrian and Bulgarian property for the purposes of 
those Orders. | 

They have also appointed Mr. J. B. Knight to be 
Deputy Controller in charge of the Clearing Office with 
Germany, and Mr. Daniel Williams to be Deputy 
Administrator of Austrian and Bulgarian property. Mr. 
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Williams will be in charge of the Clearing Office with 
\ystria. The Offices of the two Departments will be 
ot Cornwall House, Stamford Street, S.E. 1. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA. 

.s of the Report of the Proceedings of the Con- 
Directors of Industries in India held at Simla, 
‘n April last, have now been received and may be con- 
sulted at the Department of Overseas Trade, Enquiry 
lioom, 30, Old Queen Street, S.W. i. 

The subjects discussed at the Conference and some 

of the conclusions arrived at were of great importance 
to everyone interested in trade with India. It is the 
‘tention of the Government of India to foster local 
‘dustries in every possible way, and the granting of 
‘nancial assistance 'n the form of a guarantee of divl- 
jonds, contributions to share capital, loans of money, 
and agreements to purchase output, are amongst the 
proposals in aid of new undertakings. _ 
Steps are being taken to encourage In India the manu- 
facture of machinery and other articles which are Now 
being imported, and preference in the placing of orders 
for Government requirements will, where possible, prob- 
ably be given to local manufactures. | 

Of special importance to United Kingdom manufac- 
turers was the decision of the Conference to study the 
jemand for machinery and engines with a view to stan- 
dardisation and ultimate manufacture in India. 

\ Committee was also appointed to study the ques- 
tion of boilers and the possibility of the unification of 
existing laws and regulations for boilers throughout 
India, 

The labour question and the training of an industrial 
service were also fully discussed and issues were raised 
of a very wide nature. 

Firms or individuals concerned in the Indian trade and 
likely to be affected by the industrial development of 
India, should study carefully this new movement, which 
is likely to have far-reaching effects on the trade of 
India with the United Kingdom. 





Cople 
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MOTOR TRANSPORT IN RURAL ONTARIO. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto has forwarded 
to the Department of Overseas Trade copies of a pam- 
phlet issued by the Co-operation and Markets Branch 
of the Ontario Department of Agriculture, dealing with 
the subject of motor transportation in the rural districts 
ofthe Province. The pamphlet should be of interest to 
cemmercial motor vehicle manufacturers of the United 
Kingdom, as it containg the results of enquiries made on 
a large number of important points, such as the tran- 
sport of fruit, vegetables, dairy products, and live stock, 
co-operative truck transport, costs of motor transport, 
road conditions, ete. 

A copy of the pamphlet may be consulted by British 
fms interested at the Enquiry Room of the Depart- 
~apheg Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. 





NEW ZEALAND IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY. 


_A new company, to be called the Onakaka Iron and 
Steel Company, Ltd., is being formed in New Zealand 
for the purpose of acquiring from the New Zealand Iron 
Ore Smelting and Manufacturing Co.. Ltd., its plant 
for the manufacture of pig-iron and steel, removing it to 
the locality known as ‘* Onakaka’’ in the Nelson Pro- 
vineial District, and there manufacturing iron and steel 
from limonite iron ore, which is to be found in abund- 
ance in the neighbourhood. The Company has agreed 
to take up an underlease for a term of 55 years, of a 
leasehold property at or near Onakaka. This property 
contains 870 acres, and the Company hopes to obtain 
mining rights over certain adjoining premises. 


- — 
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Specia! Articles. 
RESUMPTION OF TRADE WITH TURKEY. 


IMPORT TRADE COMPETITION. 

Although trade with Turkey has been resumed on a 
fair scale, it may be said that the years 1919 and 1920 
constitute a period of preparation for the general open- 
ing up of the Middle East markets, when more normal 
political conditions have been re-established, the diff- 
culties of finance and transport overcome, and a more 
active local production has re-asserted itself as the basis 
of foreign trade and exchange. 

British firms specialising in these markets, and par- 
ticularly those whose experience does not go back to 
pre-war conditions, will find the Report of Capt. C. H. 
Courthope-Munroe, Commercial Secretary to the British 
High Commission at Constantinople (Cmd. 942, Price 
2s.), an invaluable store of essential information, cover- 
ing both the war and pre-war years, together with a 
lucid interpretation of the main trade tendencies at the 
present time. It deals at some length with every aspect 
of Turkey’s economic position—public finance, banking 
and financial groups, agriculture, industries and manu- 
factures, legislation affecting trade with special refer- 
cenee to companies and mining concessions, tariffs, rail- 
way systems and the import and export trade, ete. We 
propose here to deal only with Turkey’s foreign trade, 
and to repeat the Commercial Secretary’s views on the 
position and prospects of the country’s import trade. 

Import ‘TRADE. 

In a general way there isi no question of Continental 
nations being able to oust Great Pritain from a very 
large share in the trade of Turkey. 

British commerce, it is generally admitted, stands 
high, and although the United Kingdom does not seem 
to care to adopt her competitors’ methods, she can 
more than hold her own, despite the disadvantages 
resulting from her geographical position, from which 
amongst her competitors, America and Japan alone are 
likely to suffer. At the time of signing the Armistice, 
since Spain was practically the only country Greece 
could draw supplies from, a very large quantity of cheap 
Spanish goods, such as shoes, children’s clothes, 
women’s dresses, cotton, ete.. which were lying at 
Greek ports, were dumped into Turkey. Owing to the 
general scarcity of all commodities these at first com- 
manded a ready sale, but the inferiority quickly became 
apparent. 

British ships soon began to arrive, and a steady and 
healthy improvement commenced, both as regards im- 
ports and exports. The United Kingdom maintained 
her place as the largest exporter to Turkey of :—Cotton 
varns, cottons (Manchester goods), linoleums and oil- 
cloth, copper bottoms, tin plates, paints, sewing thread, 
towels, laces (Nottingham), biscuits, soap, woollens, 
stationery, engines, drugs and chemicals. Germany and 
Austria before the war entirely held the market in many 
of these articles, and in addition especially in ironware, 
cutlery, and agricultural machinery; but, as at the pre- 
sent day trade between the Central Powers and Turkey 
is prohibited, the United Kingdom now has the monopoly 
in these articles, and it is for British manufacturers to 
see that this state of affairs continues in the future. 








Post-War COMPETITION. 


Some American cotton prints have started coming in. 
They are supposed to be a very good collection, although 
suitable widths have not been sent. Competition is 
particularly felt, in addition to the articles mentioned 
above, in the following goods:—Canned goods, especi- 
ally tinned milk; rubber gocds; grey  sheetings: 
cotton hosiery ; candles; tools, leather ; boots and shoes: 
motors; and rice. The last named is only purchased 
from America. owing to the fact that there are no direct 
shipments at present from India. 

However, the opinion at present prevalent among the 
leading British merchants, who are well in touch with 
the majority of native buyers, seems to be that this 
competition need not be feared. 
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Italy holds the market in flannelettes, second quality 
crey sheetings, hats, and electric fittings. 
~ They also supply the great majority of cinematograph 
films which are imported into this country. 

Also in cotton trouserings Italy easily leads the way 
and has done some very large business lately. 

With reference to cotton molletons, Italy, it is stated, 
cannot accept orders until next winter. Great Britain 
has opportunities, but again the Manchester market 
seems packed. 

Italian manufactures are generally inferior in quality 
and appearance, but cheaper. 

Although the majority of the coods Spain sent 10 
Turkey at the time of the Armistice were inferior, some 
articles which she is stil] sending compete favourably 
with British manufactures. A large quantity of cotton 
goods have arrived ; some of these are really good, not- 
ably ladies’ dresses and fancy clothes. Their cotton 
tickings and cotton fancy coloured piquets are cheaper 
than anything that can be got from England. They are 
also imitating, and successfully, blue and white and 
black and white jeans. 

More British ENTERPRISE NEEDED. 

After such a protracted period of repression the 
resumption of trade, encouraged by the feeling of 
security that will follow upon peace, will in all proba- 
bility result in a business revival that will mark high 
flood, and it is just at this present period that British 
manufacturers and traders should utilise all possible 
opportunities. 

The trade in manufactured foreign goods is mostly in 
the hands of Greeks, Armenians, and Jews, either 
native or under foreign protection. These effect their 
purchases in foreign markets either directly, or through 
agents, or commercial travellers, or (especially in the 
ease of Manchester and Bradford goods) through their 
own houses in England. The goods are sold to mer- 
chants, who come from Thrace, Asia Minor, and the 
coasts of the Sea of Marmora, and buy either on sample 
or from stock. It is. however, advisable for the Con- 
stantinople merchant to have the season’s goods ready 
for the buyers, whose purchases, being determined 
largely by the nature of the harvest in their own dis- 
tricts, are commonly put off till the last moment. 
Punctual delivery of goods by foreign firms is therefore 
of the greatest importance. 

In normal times most of the trade in Pritish textiles 
is done through agents in England or through the Eng- 
lish houses of native firms. FPritish textiles Lought on 
sample at Constantinople used, as a rule, to be con- 
signed to that port and thence forwarded to the pur- 
chaser. 

On the other hand, firms in other countries rely prin- 
cipally on their agents and travellers in Constantinople 
itself. In other words, the Constantinople merchant has 
to go to the British market for his goods, whereas goods 
from other countries are brought to him. The conse- 
quence is that, although more textiles are imported 
from England than from any other country, a great deal 
of British trade has been captured by rival nations. 
This applies equally to numerous other classes of goods. 
Efforts must be made to meet organised foreign com- 
petition. Heads of important enterprises in Turkey 
state frankly that they know very little of the industries 
of the United Kingdom. 

METHODS OF BUSINESS. 


It has been found that the British manufacturer 
places himself at a disadvantage by quoting in most 
cases f.o.b. United Kingdom port. The advantage to 
all communities of c.i.f. over f.o.b. prices is apparent, 
the more so in places like Turkey with a big native 
population, where, through fierce competition among 
native dealers, the margin of profit in normal times can 
cnly be narrow. The local consumer is always anxious 
to know exactly how much the goods delivered at his 
shop will cost. He is disinclined to trouble himself with 
freights and insurance -rates. The British manu- 
facturer, except in those cases when he has been working 
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for a long time with Oriental countries, and knoyg 4 
native foibles, quotes f.o.b. British port. The Gem, 
and Austrian manufacturers, on the other hand, jy, 
mediately adapt themselves to the required local gp. 
ditions, and quote ¢c.i.f. Turkish port. It is put fora, 
with truth that this may be partly due to the fagilit, 
offered by the German railways and steamship lipo 
The latter quote through rates from the inland rajlys 
station to the foreign port of discharge. | 
Business CrepiIt TERMS. 

Austria and Germany obtained during the last pre-w, 
decade (1904-1913) a large share of business by meg, 
of long terms of credit. Credit terms vary somewhs 
in the different trades, but, speaking generally, whe, 
British firms used to insist on cash with order 
banker’s confirmed credits, or cash on delivery or againg 
documents in Turkey, either net or with 22 per cay 
discount, or where, in exceptional and isolated cases 
the British te:1ms were 30, 60, or 90 days net, ¢} 
Germans and Austrians would readily allow three 
six and even up to nine months’ credit, and very ofte, 
renew at due date for another six months. In the ques. 
tion of credit, firms should be entirely guided by the 
local representative, who is conversant with the state 
of the market, and with each individual customer: 
resources. 

German firms especially were greatly assisted by the 
large information offices, which were in a position to 
furnish detailed reports on the standing of every possible 
purchaser of their goods, thereby checking their repre. 
sentative’s report, and avoiding dealing with all dubio 
customers. | | 

The usual credit demanded by the Turkish buyer is 
four months from the invoice date of the consignment, 
and he is always prepared to sign acceptances for the 
value of the goods. The Turkish consumer prefers this 
method to taking advantage of the discount offered for 
cash, since he is enabled thereby to place a portion of 
the goods bought before paying for the same. 

Longer credits than this to purchasers should be, 
however, deprecated as unsound finance and as respon. 
sible for many mushroom growths. They engender over- 
buying and then underselling in competition with 
venuine trade, in order to unload stocks which cannot 
be disposed of in due course of business, Credit facilities, 
within reasonable bounds, are a powerful temptation, 
even to firms of standing, though buyers are quite aware 
that they pay, therefore, a higher price for their goods, 
but it must be added that this is a necessity to the bulk 
of the Near Eastern traders, in view of the high rate of 
interest ruling in these countries. 

For the time being, since the Armistice, credit is 3 
thing of the past, and no country, owing to the unstable 
rate of exchange and general chaotic condition prevail- 
ing, can afford at present to give it. 


r. 


REPRESENTATION. 


Pritish manufacturers were in the past rather relue- 
tant to appoint agents abroad lest they might compete 
with the home export and commission firms. They are 
now becoming alive to the necessity of being represented 
on the spot, a need to which Continental exporters have 
been paying so much attention. It has, moreover, been 
pointed out in competent quarters that a manufacturer 
would be labouring under a misapprehension if he 
thought it sufficient to leave his agency in the hands 
of merchant houses, which as a rule carry too maty 
agencies and cannot do them justice. Direct represen: 
tation is indispensable to open up business, and to 
create on a steady footing new outlets. | 

The question of a competent agent is all-important 
and in this, to a very great extent, lies the secret ° 
It is a mistake for manufacturers to deal direct 
with merchants in Turkey, for the following reason -— 


“11C CESS, 


(1) The merchant may be unreliable and will often refuse 


to accept a consignment and threaten to abandon the guods, 
in the hope of obtaining a rebate. 
facturer is not represented by an agent to 
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9) It is only through a reliable and energetic agent that 
A ifacturer can hope to develop his business in this 
by keeping in close touch with the consumers, and 
he 1c demands that will arise, and the general 
‘ondition of the market. It has been found that many 
yritish manufacturers who would in the past have done very 
husiness in this country if they had had a good agent, 
~ontented themselves with dealing with one or two consumers 
direct, and refused to consider any proposition for opening 
an agency 1n Turkey. But even when represented by a good 
went. a manufacturer cannot expect his business to be a 
success in this country unless he backs up his agent by 
sending out his commercial traveller to canvass the market 
once, or even twice, a year. 1t should be remembered that 
the agent is not, as a rule, an expert, and often knows very 
jittle about the articles in which he is dealing. It is, there- 
fore, only through his commercial traveller that the manu- 
‘acturer will be able to gauge the possibilities of the market. 
It will also be found that the visit of a commercial traveller 
es as an inducement to the Turkish consumer for 


fie Mant 
country, 
ing posied on tl 


good 


often serv ; 
placing an order, provided the former is an adaptable sort 
son and shows some inclination to envisage things, in 


of per 
aaah from the consumer’s standpoint, rather than teach 


the consumer what is right and proper. Cases have been 
brought to the notice of this Department of British comi- 
yercial travellers visiting these markets and making them- 
elves so unpopular as to lose all custom. | 

An important point, however, 1s the careful selection 
of the local representative to whom the firm’s interests 
abroad are committed. Some of the greatest disappoint- 
nents by British firms have been sustained owing to neglect 
of this. There are hundreds of so-called ‘commission 
agents” in Turkey whose sole acquirement is that they have 
grved for a year or two in one of the larger firms, and 
possibly know a little French or English. Such ‘‘firms can 
offer no security or guarantee that a large manufacturer’s 
interests will be safeguarded. It is not intended to imply 
that all interest should centre in the hands of one or two 
frms locally, but rather that a more adequate examination 
of the representative’s attainments is necessary. 

GENERAL PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES. 

For the sake of safety, the following general pre- 
cautionary Measures. are recommended :— 

(i) Agents should not be entrusted with the collection of 
money unless they can furnish sufficient guarantees, but 
apart from considerations as to the agents’ solvency or 
insolvency, ete., undesirable friction would be prevented 
between these and the customers if banks (which, at all 
events, are in a better position to exercise pressure, if need 
te) were in sole charge of money collection on behalf of the 
manufacturers. 

(ii) Orders should be invariably signed by the merchant 
vho orders the goods, and a duplicate copy despatched to the 
nanufacturers to avoid disputes as to quality or specifica- 
tion, ete., which may arise. 

(iii) Bills of lading should be forwarded through a hank, 
for delivery on payment of the value of the goods, or in 
exchange for a draft duly signed by the merchant, as the 
case might be. In the event of non-payment, proceedings 
could be instituted, and in the last resource steps taken to 
declare the merchant bankrupt. 

DANGERS OF TRADE IN TURKEY 

British merchants and manufacturers will probably 
take a greater interest in the development of their trade 
in the markets of the Near East in the future, and it 
may not be out of place to point out one or two of the 
pitfalls incidental to this trade, and the best wav of 
avoiding them. 

It must be borne in mind that certain firms in the 
Near East are to a greater or less degree imbued with 
the gambling spirit. This spirit leads them to rush into 
speculative business and to over-buy without consider- 
ing what the consequences may be should matters not 
to favourably for them. This recklessness is to some 
extent fostered by the knowledge that, should a firm 
have to consult its creditors, these latter will only be too 
ready to accept a composition rather than take the case 
into court, where the difficulties, delays, and expense 
ire sure to be enormous, These same legal difficulties 
act as an incentive to the establishment of firms formed 
‘or the purpose of fraudulent trading. The promoters 
f such firms are generally most plausible and frank m 
he preliminary stages of the game, and often make 
‘display of wealth in order to deceive the uninitiated. 
One of the favourite tricks worked by such firms is to 
tt into business relations with a merchant, with whom 
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they place quite a small or moderate sized order, pay- 
ment for which is made promptly, or even in advance; 
a second and larger order follows, and is duly liquidated, 
and this process may continue for a considerable time, 
the orders increasing in value each time. When the 
merchant's confidence has thus been obtained, a final 
order for a considerable sum is placed; the. goods are 
delivered, but the payment fails to materialise, and the 
‘* firm *’ disappears. 

Bank references are also sometimes used by firms to 
obtain credit, and merchants should never accept such 
references without making further enquiries from the 
local British Chamber of Commerce, the British Con- 
sulate, or some other official source. A firm frequently 
maintains a substantial balance with a certain bank for 
a long period, and uses such bank as a reference, until 
the final coup is to be made, when the cash is withdrawn. 





COAL COSTS AND PROFITS. 


SIX MONTHS OF 1920. 

The Mines Department of the Board of Trade has 
issued this week a summary of coal output, costs of pro- 
duction, proceeds and profits for the three months 
ended 80th June last. A summary on similar lines was 
issued in June for the first quarter of the year, so that 
we now have actual figures—not estimates—of output, 
costs, proceeds and profits for the first six months of 
the present year. 

We give below the figures for the three months to 
30th June and for comparison the corresponding figures 
for the quarter to 3lst March :— 

THRKE MoNTHS ENDED JUNE 380. 











Output. Tons. 
TT 58,144,000 
2. Mine consumption and miners’ coal 5,883,268 
3. Tonnage disposable commercially* 52,260,732* 
Per ton 
disposable. 
Costs of Production. Amount. commercially. 
£ 
a eee 66,570,490 25 / 5°72 
). Stores and timber ......... 13,638,605 5/ 2°63 
0. Other costs (management, 
salaries, insurances, 
repairs, office, selling, and 
general expenses, etc.) .... 6,260,094 2/ 4:70 
Par MEE |) cvadasilidsdenecseuans 1,662,763 - | 7-64 
ee ii edi tea aiceis 88,121,952 33 / 8-69 
9 Deduct proceeds of miners’ 
EE? | euvasacdeainseesdionnias 371,957 /1-71F 





10. Net costs  ......ccccccceceeeee. 87,749,995 33 / 6-98 


Proceeds. 
[1. Commercial disposalst 


95,658,036 36 | 7-304 





12. Balance: § 


SE: - sauinusandeisanenevesien — — 

ES, hcpudntiecuaeahansnds 7,908,041 3 /0-32§ 
13. Number of Workpeople employed ... 1,178,614 
14. Tonnage raised per person employed 49-33 
15. Earnings per person employed ...... £56/9/8 





*Of the 52,260,732 tons disposed of commercially, 9,432,588 
tons were shipped for export and foreign bunkers, mainly 
from South Wales and Monmouthshire, Northumberland, 
and Durham. 

+The proceeds of miners’ coal, so far as it is supplied at 
special prices, are treated as a reduction of the cost of 
producing the coal disposed of commercially, and the deduc- 
tions in the ‘‘per ton’? columns have been calculated by 
dividing the proceeds of miners’ coal by the tonnage dis- 
posible commercially. 

tOn 12th May, 1920, the price of coal sold for home con- 
sumption was raised as follows:—(a) Coal for domestic use, 
by 14s. 2d. per ton; (b) Coal for industrial use, by 4s. 2d. 
per ton. 

§Out of the balance shown in item 12, provision has to 
be made for: depreciation, interest on debentures and other 
loans; capital adjustments under the Finance Acts; and 
the profit to which the owners are entitled under the Coal 
Mines (Emergency) Act, 1920. 
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THREE Montus ENpEp 31st MARCH. 





BRITAIN. 





Tons. 


| SUMMARY FOR GREAT 
| 
| 62,057,000 


Output : 
1. Tonnage raised _ és 
2. Mine consumption and miners’ 


coal - - vs - 6,376,122 
3. Tonnage disposable commer- 
cially* ee ee ~ 55,680,878* 





| Per ton dis- 
posable com- 
£ mercially. 





Costs of production 


4. Wagest wii = 7 .. | 63,220,756 22/8 °50T 
5. Stores and timber 12,758,171 4/6°99 








6. Other costs (management, salaries 
insurances, repairs, office, selling | 
and general expenses, etc.) 4,569,566 | 





7. Royalties 1,747,653 | /7°53 
| 

8. Total costs - ve .. | 82,296,146 | 29/6 °72 

9. Deduct proceeds of miners’ coal} 413,307 | —/1°78t 





10. Net costs 81,882,839 29/4 °94 


Proceeds : 





| 
| 
11. Commercial disposals 96,260,541 | 34/6 °91 
12. Balance : | 
Debits ee °° oe ee — — £ 
Credits .. | 14,377,702 | 5/1°97§ 
| 








13. Number of workpeople employed 1,168,659 
14. Tonnage raised per person em- 
ployed - 


* 53°10 
15. Earnings per person employed 


£54 Is. I1ld. 








*Of the 55,680,878 tons disposed of commercially, 11,711,162 
tons were shipped for export and foreign bunkers, mainly from 
South Wales and Monmouthshire, Northumberland and Durham. 

+The recent advance in wages operated from the 12th March, 
1920. | 

+The proceeds of miners’ coal, so far as it is supplied at special 
prices, are treated as a reduction of the cost of producing the coal 
disposed of commercially, and the deductions in the “ per ton” 
columns have been calculated by dividing the proceeds of miners’ 
coal by the tonnage disposable comercially. 

§Out of the Balance shown in item 12 provision has to be made 
for :—Depreciation ; Interest on Debentures and other Loans ; 
Capital adjustments under the Finance Acts ; and the profit to which 
the Owners are entitled under the Coal Mines (Emergency) Act, 
1920. 

DECLINE IN OUTPUT. 

The tonnage of coal raised and disposed of during the 
second quarter of the year 1920 was substantially less 
than during the first quarter, as will be seen from the 
following comparison :— 

Decrease in 
Quarter ended the Quarter 
30th June, 3lst March, ended 30th 


1920. 1920. June, 1920. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Tonnage of coal raised... 58,144,000 62,057,000 3,913,000 
Coal used at Colliery 
Engines or supplied to 
ree 5,803,268 6,376,122 492 854 
Tonnage of coal disposed 
of commercially ......... 52,260,732 55,680,878 3,420,146 


During the quarter ended March, 1920, coal was 
raised at the mines on 723 days, while during the follow- 
ing quarter the number of working days fell to 681, 
chiefly owing to the Easter and Whitsun and _ other 
holidays. The first two quarters of the year 1920, taken 
together, show an output of 120,201,000 tons of coal in 
Great Britain, or at the rate of 2403} million tons per 
annum for the Kingdom as a whole. The average 
number of workpeople employed at the mines during 
the quarter ended June, 1920, was 1,178,614, or 9.955 
more than in the previous quarter. 


CHANGES IN EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE. 

When we compare the revenue and the expenditure 
of the industry during the first and second quarters of 
the year, allowance must be made for a number of 
changes which has taken place :— 

Expenditure.—An increase of 20 per cent. in wages, 
subject to 4 minimum increase of 2s. per shift for adult 
workpeople, 1s. per shift for youths, and 9d. per shift 
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for boys became operative on 12th March. During th, 
first half of the year there have been in addition , 
number of improvements made in the wages of inj. 
vidual classes of workpeople, and in April an agreemer; 
was reached involving the payment for week-end oye. 
time at a uniform rate of time-and-a-half throughoy 
Great Britain. The cost of stores and timber durige 


the quarter ended June, 1920, shows an increase whey 
compared wtih the quarter ended March. 

Revenue :—The quantities of coal exported or shippej 
as bunkers for the use of vessels engaged in the forejg, 
trade during the quarters ended March and June, 199) 
were as follows :— | 





Coal shipped 
as bunkers for of Coal] Rx. 

the use of ported and 
Vessels engaged shipped as 


Total Quntity 


in the Foreign _ Foreign 

Quarter ended. Coal Exported. Trade. Bunkers, 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 

3lst March, 1920... 8,565,769 5,545,393 11,711,162 

30th June 1920 6,065,764 3,566,824 9 432,588 


While the quantity of coal shipped as bunkers showed 
little change in the first and second quarters, the 
quantity exported during the quarter ended June wes 
2.300,005 tons less than in the previous quarter, (p 
12th May the pit-head prices ef coal sold for consump. 
tion at home were raised by the following amounts 
which were to be regarded as maxima: Coal for domestic 
use 14s. 2d, per ton; coal for industrial use, 4s. 2d. per 
ton. These increases in price were made in order that 
coal supplied for inland consumption might be sold a 
prices which would cover cost of production after allow. 
ance had been made for the 20 per cent. increases in 
wages. 





Notes on Trade. 





[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Requl 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘Journal,’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritativ 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves.] 





BRITISH VIEW OF AMERICAN COMPETITION, 


Some attention has been given in the American Press 
recently to certain views which have been expressed 
from time to time in this country on the Foreign Trade 
of the United States of America and on the nature and 
probable extent of American competition in the markets 
of the world. The United States Depurtment of Com- 
merce has also received reports from its commercial 
agents abroad on the subject and the main tenor of 
these has been that British manufacturers doubt if 
the United States will be able to retain as large a share 
of the foreign business acquired during the war as had 
been expected. The main reason advanced for this 
belief is that American manufacturers have not yet 
crasped the idea of foreign business, and further, that 
they are not ready to apply to it, as yet, the same prit- 
ciples which they have applied so successfully to 
domestic business. 

Supplementing this general criticism of the lack of 
foreign trade education and interest in the United 
States, the English manufacturers are represented 6 
holding the view that American manufacturers look upon 
the foreign markets as a dumping ground when business 
is poor; that they do not consider the continued patron- 
age of foreign customers as quite so important as that 
of domestic customers, and they do not take that per: 
sonal] interest in the business which foreign customers 
believe. to be their due. 

An interesting comment on this British view is made 
in a recent issue of the ‘‘ Weekly Export Bulletin.” If 
summarises the American reply in the following terms: 
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ELIMINATION OF SPECULATORS. 

the shipment of American goods began to swell after 
a break of the war, continued to go ahead even after 
a “vn had entered into the war, and made even 
this co™ S chiomade gains after the Armistice, the manu- 
greater . so desired had a good excuse to offer for any 
— Saale that they may have felt. But the manu- 
ig were thus misled were the exception. The 
ative manufacturers, that is, those who had been 
J in foreign business before war, and whose — 
191 efforts had largely been responsible for bringing the 
riduat € ates to the second rank among the world’s export- 
Cnited a knew that some of the trade gains made during 
ing agar he retained only until such time as the 
the war P contens of Europe were able to renew their 
dust ctivities on something like a normal scale. 

ee the other extreme, the speculative interests which 
Longe aaron to foreign trade during its rapid rise, and 
ee he the way, were in the main responsible for the 
which, ia k of personal interest sometimes complained of by 
illeged iets as well as for the criticism of cunning 
ieee certainly did not expect that this country 
all of its larger trade. If they had believed 
ermanent they would not have been in such 
quick profits of the moment and then to 


the out 


sense 
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foreign 
trade pract 
would retain 
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” READJUSTMENT OF TRADE. 


\merican export trade probably has reached its — 
: t. and a gradual decline is to be anticipated. The poin 
fn t be over-emphasised, however, that the declines which 
a ain place up to the present month, and those of 
he immediate future, are largely in the European pepe 
shereas trade with other parts of the world has ten Y - 
x ahead despite the decline in export trade . ape e. 
What is taking place now is a readjustment r the - eign 
nade of the country, as a result of which the United § — 
will hive a well-rounded export business on a —- 
basis, instead of a hectic trade in which a few countries 

e. i oa 
ee ceed to the second point raised by the English 
manufacturers, that the American manufacturers er 
to look upon the foreign market merely as a dumping ground 
shen domestic business is poor, here again it 1s necessary 
io differentiate between the classes of manufacturers. There 
are to-dav, as there always have been and always will be, 
gme manufacturers who become interested in the foreign 
market only at such times as the domestic market 1s not 
ible to absorb their output. The number of this group is 
till large, but it is not as large as it was a decade ago, 
taking into consideration the natural increase in the —_ 
facturing group in that time. Again, there are manutfac- 
twrers who will take any order that comes to them from 
ibroad that promises a_ profit, and regardless of the con- 
lition of the domestic market, provided the order comes to 
them without any effort on their part. 

Neither of these two groups of manufacturers, however, 
can legitimately be classed as exporters. Those in the first 
are merely oppotunists, and those in the second are merely 
order-takers. Eliminating these groups, as well as the 
speculator and the shoe-string operator, there remains a 
group of conservative manufacturers who have built up a 
luerative and nermanent foreign business. 

The official trade returns of the coming months alone will 
tell whether the British manufacturers have,been correct In 
their estimate of the possibilities of American competition 
for the world’s merkets. Their belief that American manu- 
facturers have not vet grasped the idea of foreign business 
does not seem to be founded on fact; nevertheless, in offering 
the criticism they have done a favour by calling attention to 
alleged weak points in the American conception of foreign 
business. 





THE AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF COMMERCE 
AND INDUSTRY. 

The Federal Bureau of Commerce and Industry is 

now well established in Melbourne, and visitors from 
overseas countries are making increasing use of it for 
such information and help as they may require in regard 
to Australian conditions—whether for the establishment 
of works in Australia. or for promoting business between 
their respective countries and Australia. 
_ The Bureau has ai useful Commercial Library, which 
sat the service of visitors. and the Offices are avail- 
‘ble for appointments, etc. The staff from the Director 
town are intensely interested in their work, and take 
Neasure in giving such assistance as any overseas caller 
may require. 





| 
| 
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TAX ON FOREIGNERS IN LATVIA. 

A tax on foreigners is being imposed in Latvia, which 
is to be leviable during their stay in Riga, to the amount 
of the rent paid for rooms occupied. Owners of hotels, 
furnished apartments, boarding houses, etc., have 
therefore to make returns furnishing the necessary data 
to the Riga Town Office. The only exempted persons 
will be members of foreign Diplomatic Missions, foreign 
charitable and relief commissions, military persons em- 
ployed by their Government, persons invited by the 
Latvian Government from abroad, such as professors, 
engineers, financiers and other experts, foreigners resid- 
ing more than three consecutive months during one 
year in Latvia and registered as liable fo income tax, 
and minors. 





BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AT DAIREN. 


A ‘British Chamber of Commerce was formed at 
Dairen in July by the well-known British firms operat- 
ing at the port. It is hoped that the formation of the 
Chamber will tend to draw Pritish firms closer together 
and improve the prospects of British trade with Man- 
churia. The Secretary of the Chamber is Mr. T. Pear- 
son, ¢/o Messrs, Brunner, Mond and Company, Yama- 
gata-Dori, Dairen, to whom all communications for the 
Chamber should be addressed. 





INCREASE OF CHILIAN CONSULAR FEES. 

The rates of Chilean Consular Fees established by the 
Law No, 2208 of 1909, which were increased by 50 per 
cent. in 1916, have now been further increased by a Law 
which has recently passed the Chilean Legislature. In 
general the fees are now levied at double the rates 
laid down in the 1909 Law, but there is a special increase 
on the dues on national shipping, and the fees for visa 
of bills of lading and for certification of invoices (see 
note below) have been increased by 150 per cent. A 
new provision has been inserted requiring all foreign 
(non-Chilian) merchant vessels over 3,000 tons net re- 
gistered tonnage to pay, in addition to other Consular 
fees laid down, 1 centavo for every ton in excess of 3,000. 

Note.—Under the new Law, the fees for Consular 
certification of invoices of goods sent to Chile are as 
follows :— 

Certificate on four copies of the invoices 
which must be presented to Chilean 
Customs Houses for the clearance of 
any kinds of goods—when the value 
does not exceed 200 pesos (£40) ... 

If the value exceeds 200 pesos (£40), 14 
per cent. extra is to be paid for the 
€xcess. 

For each extra invoice 14 pesos (6s.) 

Goods sent by parcel post must also be accompanied 
by a certified invoice. It is understood, however, that 
invoices for parcels of less than £5 in value will be certi- 
fied free of charge. 

The fee for Consular visa of bills of lading for goods 
destined for Chilean ports is. under the new Law, in- 
creased from 75 centavos to 14 pesos (from 3s. to 6s.) 
per copy. 


Oo pesos (£1) 


@eeeeeeaseneeeeeeese 


BONDED WAREHOUSES IN SPAIN, 


By a recent Royal Order the establishment of a 
Bonded Depository at Musel (Gijon) has been author- 
ised. This will be the sixth of its kind, the others being 
at Cadiz, Barcelona, Bilbao, Santander and La Coruna. 

Considerable interest is being taken in their establish- 
ment, especially by American and German firms. At 
Cadiz an American motor company has already made 
arrangements to avail themselves of the local depository 
for assembling their motor cars. British firms, on the 
other hand, have shown little curiosity on the subject, 
and it appears worth while again to draw attention to 
the important potentialities of these‘ bonded factories.’ 


— — 
— 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 
BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1921. 








Glasgow, the second city of the Empire, was the 
first to follow London's example and institute a British 
Industries Fair section. 

The conditions of living prevailing at present through- 
out the world make two features of the Glasgow 
section of primary importance. We refer to the excel- 
lent displays of prepared foods and ready-made clothing 
for which Glasgow is famous. Scotch tweed 1s syn- 
onymous with durability and sound texture, and where 
ean Scotch tweed be better seen than in the premier 
industrial city of Scotland ? 

These, though the most important of the Glasgow 
exhibits, are by no means the only classes that will 
repay the overseas visitor for his journey. The Scottish 
Fair includes hats and caps; boots, shoes and gloves; 
carpet and upholstery materials; chemicals (light ~and 
heavy); domestic chemical products; dyes and a wide 
range of all descriptions of textiles. 

The Glasgow section will open a week later than those 
of London and Birmingham, that is, on 28th February, 
in order to allow the overseas visitor ample time for 
visits to all three sections. The journey to Glasgow, 
whether from London or Birmingham, can be done in a 
comfortable night run, enabling the visitor who is 
pressed for time to leave one section of the Fair in 
the evening and reach another by the opening hour the 
following day—the whole trip being made in complete 
eomfort and with admirable night accommodation. 
Aeroplane services are also available. 

Beyond the business of the Fair, Glasgow has end- 
less attractions for the interested foreigner. It is a 
splendid centre for many of the famous beauty spots 
of Scotland. Edinburgh is only an hour away, and 
Loch Lomond and Loch Katrine are within easv reach. 

Another aspect of the city which well repays inspec- 
tion is the admirable municipal organisation. Few 
cities can show better results, whether practical or 
financial, in creating and maintaining a high standard 
of housing, education, public health, transport and 
ceneral convenience. 

The Kelvin Hall of Industry, where the Glasgow sec- 
tion of the British Industries Fair is held, is tvpical of 
this high municipal standard. It is conveniently situ- 
ated and well designed for the purposes of a trade fair. 
The overseas visitor may be confident that the arrange- 
ments made for his comfort and conven‘ence by the 





Glasgow Corporation will be worthy of its high 
reputation. 
ENHIGITION OF FOREIGN SAMPLES IN 


PIRMINGHAM. 

The following collections of samples recently received 
from abroad, will be on Exhibition in the offices of the 
Rirmingham Chamber of Commerce from 'Mondavy, 
20th September to Thursday, 29Srd September :— 

Description of 

Goods. 
Aluminium Ware 
Enamelware 


Country of 

Manufacture. Sale. 
(termany Holland. 
“weden and Germany Finland. 


Country of 


Tools - U.S.A India. 
Electrical Goods—- 
Domestic U.S.A. and Switzer- 
land Switzerland. 


Electrical Smallware U.S.A. ‘6 South America. 
Brushes and Brooms Germany, France, Argentine and Mis- 
and Argentine. cellane ous. 
Invitations have been issued by the Department of 
Overseas Trade to firms likely to be interested in inspect- 
ing the class of goods marketed by their foreign com- 
petitors in the countries described. Manufacturers who 
wish to examine the samples but have not received in- 
vitation cards should apply to the Secretary of the 
Chamber of Commerce, 95, New Street. Birmingham. 
Officials from the Department of Overseas Trade will 
attend during the Exhibition to interview callers. 

















EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 





FOREIGN SAMPLES ENHIBITION Aq 
WALSALL. 

An Exhibition of Foreign Samples, organised by 4 
Department ot Overseas Trade, in collaboration ys 
the Walsall Chamber of Commerce, will be held jp 4, 
Temperance Hall. Walsall, from Tuesday, 284 
September CO Thursday, d0th September inclusive : 

The samples will comprise the following ranges » 
coods recently received by the Department from 9 y 
Overseas officers :— 

Description of 


Country of Country of 
Goods. 


Manutacture. Sale. 
Leather Goods and U.S.A., Germany and Canada, Balkan §t,;,. 
Imitation Leather Argentine. and South Americ, 
Saddlery and Harness Yi 
Lamps we 
Stationery and Station- 
ery Requisites. 
Hardware 


Japan and U:S.A... Siam and Australi 
Germany, Japan, Italy, Siam, go 
Italy and U.S.A. Americaand Jany, 
.. U.S.A. and Japan .. India, South Api, 
and Australia. 


Brushes and Brooms.. Japan, Germany, New Zealand, Mis! 
France and Argen- _ laneous and Ange. 
tine. tine. , 
Electrical Goods and U.S.A., Japan and New Zealand, Ind, 
Cables. Switzerland. South America 
Canada, and Switp. 
erland. 
Tools U.S.A., Japan and Holland, South Amer. 
Germany. ica, Canada ani 
India. 
Twines, Cords and U.S.A. and Germany West Indies and Bgl. 
Lopes. kan States. 


Cards of invitation have been issued by the Depart. 
ment of Overseas Trade to firms whose names haye 
been supplied by the Walsall Chamber of Commeree, 
and additional invitations can be obtained on applica. 
tion to the Secretary of the Chamber of Commerc. 
Walsall, | 

The Department of Overseas Trade will be repre. 
sented at the Exhibition by an Officer of the Depar. 
ment who will be prepared to supply full particulars 
respecting the samples, and give assistance to any firms 
who desire to extend their overseas trade in the markets 
mentioned. 





PRACTOR TRIALS AT VALENCIA. 
The Chamber of Agriculture of the Province of 


Valencia is organising a competition between Tractors 
so as to ascertain their adaptability ag applied not only to 
the very smal] holdings that are characteristic of land- 
ownership in this region but also the varied operations 
connected with orange-growing, vines, rice, algarroba 
beans, and market-garden produce, ete. 

The trials are to take place from 17th to 31st October. 

The Committee appointed by the Provincial Chamber 
of Agriculture of Valencia will designate the fields where 
the trials are to be carried out, using every care to select 
fields presenting like condition and the plots to be cul- 
tivated by each particular machine will be determined 
by drawing lots. 

Having regard to the object aimed at in these trials, 
which is to determine the adaptability of the different 
tractors to the special conditions of this region, all classi- 
fication upon the basis of the adherence of the apparatus, 
manner of carrying out the traction, ete., will be dis- 
pensed with, and the machines entered will be divided 
solely according to horse-power, as follows :— 

Group I.—Engines up to 10 H.P. on the shaft. 

Group II.—Engines up to 20 H.P. on the shaft. 

Group III.—Engines up to 35 H.P. on the shaft. 

Group [V.—Engines above 36 H.P. on the shaft 

Applications for entry should be addressed to the 
“Camara Agricola Provincial de Valencia. Plaza de San 
Lis Bertran, 4, Valencia.”’ 








-—— 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
Great Wark EXHIBITION— 
May 15th-Oct. 2nd. 
Palace. 
EXHIBITION OF THE BRITISH INSTITUTE oF INDUSTRIAL ART— 
217, - igataimaatiaaati S.W.7. Open throughout the summer 
months. 





Address to Secretary, Crystal 
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FORTHCOMING FAIRS —continued. 





CHINE TOOL AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Too! 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Secretary, 70, Victoria 
Street, Westminster, 8.W.1. 

Grocers’, PROVISION DeaLers’, & ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHiBITION— 

- September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. 
Trades, Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen 
Victoria Street, pee . 

TERN NAL SHOE AND LEATHER FAIR— 

Neer tober 4th-9th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. 
Organised by ‘“‘ The Shoe and Leather Record,” 40, 
Finsbury Square, E.C.2, on behalf of The Shoe and 
Leather Fair Society, Ltd. 

[TERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Motor VEHICLE EXHIBITION— 

October 14th-23rd, at Olympia. Organised by the 

Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, 

Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. 

TIONAL Motror EXHIBITION— 

November 4th-13th, at Olympia and the White City. 

Organised by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and 

Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. 

: TRADES EXHIBITION— 

MANDY November 7th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Isling- 
ton. 

AND Motar-CycLe SHOW— 

” cages 29th-December 4th, at Olympia. Organised 
by the Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers’ and 
Traders’ Union, Ltd., The Towers, Coventry. 

Grascow SHIPBUILDING, ENGINEERING, AND ELECTRICAL 

EXHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, Nov. 8th-Dec. 4th. 
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. 

[NTERNATIONAL ADVERTISING ExHIBITION— 
White City, November-December. 
Houghton, 167, Strand, W.C. 

Toy aNnD Fancy Goops EXxHIBITION— 

King’s Hall, Manchester, January 3rd-14th, 1921. 

British INDUSTRIES F'AIR— 

February 21st to March 4th, 1921. 

{) ERNATIONAL BUILDING TRADES EXxHIBITION— 
Olympia, April. Apply, Directors, 43, Essex Street, 
Strand, W.C.26. 

"TERNATIONAL RUBBER EXHIBITION— 

London, June, 1921. 


{ue MA 


INTERNA 


Apply J. M. Freer, 


Apply to:—S. G. 


OVERSEAS. 


ANTWERP FeETES— 
May to October. Address : 21 Rue Arenburg, Antwerp. 


Ventrce ART EXHIBITION— 

Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th to 
October 31st, by Municipality, at the Exhibition Palace. 
Address :—Ufficio di Segretaria dell Esponzione (Muni- 
cipio), Venice. 

Lite INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 

May-October. Organised by Corporation. 

Merz NATIONAL EXH1IBITION— 

July 22nd to September 26th. (See ‘Journal,’ March 
18th.) 

PRAGUE FaIR— 

September 12th to 28th. (See “ Journal,” July 8th.) 

LAUSANNB. ALIMENTARY AND AGRICULTURE— 

September 11th-26th, 1920. 

BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FAarR— 

October 24th-31st. Applications to La Direccion General 
de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 30, Barcelona. 

Rome AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 

See “‘ Journal,’’ June 24th.) 

Trieste FAIR— : 
September 26th. (See “ Journai.’’ July 22nd, page 95.) 

Lyons Farr— 

October 1st-15th. 

TorIn ExHIBITION— 
October. 

Maprip Sampte Farr— 
October. 

Swiss Sampte Farr— 
Lausanne. Autumn. 

SHANGHAI— 
Exhibition of American and Chinese products late in 
the year. 

AUSTRALIAN Motor SHow— 

Sydney. January 7th, 1921. 

MinwavKee SHor Exposttion— 
January 10th-13th, 1921. Association of National Shoe 
Retailers. 

Ceylon Motor SHow— 
Colombo. January 22nd-29th. 


TRADE TOURS. 
Trade Tours are under organisation by the Department of 


Overseas Trade. as follows :— 
To the British Dominions, leaving early in 1921. 


To South America 

To Far East } To follow. 

To United States 

Full particulars may be had on application to the Department 


of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S8.W.1. 


— 
— 














Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS IN JULY. 


The Trade Returns tor July, 1920, published by the Depart- 
ment of Statistics, India, snow that the imports amounted 
to RK. 28 crores (£28 millions), as compared with R. 15 erores 
(£15 millions) in July, 1919, and R. 14 crores (£9 millions) 
in July, 1914. This constitutes a fresh record, having ex- 
ceeded the previous month’s record of R. 26 crores (£26 
millions). The exports, including re-exports, amounted to 
K. 20 crores (£20 millions), against R. 28 crores (£28 millions) 
in July, 1919, and nearly R. 20 crores (£13 millions) in 
July, 1914. As compared with July, 1919, the principal 
increases under imports were in cotton piece-goods, 5-91 
lakhs (£6 millions); cotton twist and yarn, R. 1-47 lakhs 
(£1-5 millions), and iron and steel, R. 1-11 lakhs (£1 million). 
Under exports, hides and skins deereased by R. 3-76 lakhs: 
(£37 millions), seeds and cotton, raw, by R. 2-26 lakhs (£23 
millions) each, and cotton and twist and yarn by R. 99 
lakhs (nearly one million sterling). Imports for the four 
months April to July, of 1920, were valued at R. 100 crores 
(£100 millions), against R. 55 crores (£55 millions) during 
the corresponding period of 1919, and against R. 55 crores 
in 1914. Exports, including re-exports, during the same 
period also amounted to R. 100 crores (£100 millions), as 
compared with R. 92 crores (£92 millions) in 1919 and R. 84 
crores in 1914. 











WEEKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cable received from the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 9th September, is 
as under :— 

SEASON. 

During the week ending 28th August, rainfall was general, 
but light. Prospects of standing crops generally favourable, 
but more rain needed, particularly in Bombay, Central Pro- 
vinces, Punjab, United Province of Agra and Oudh, where 
some anxiety is felt. 

MARKETS. 


Bombay cotton market steady owing to shortage of rain. 
‘ine Oomra September Rs. 2683; carry over on 31st August 
rose to 1,195,000 bales. Piece-goods market easier, with 
downward tendency due to want of rain in consuming dis- 
tricts, and weaker sterling exchange. Warehouse stocks 
increasing. Calcutta jute market steady. Hessians strong 
with good business done. Heavy goods slightly firmer with 
little business passing. 

No change in bank rates. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 
TRADE AND INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS. 


As compared with other countries, the Federated MaJay 
States suffered very little during the war, and the process 
of returning to peace conditions did not, accordingly, 
present the same difficulties. At the same time, it was not 
to be expected that things would become normal very 
rapidly, and considerable delay is experienced in carrying 
out the various works which are necessary in a growing 
country. 

The revenue for the year 1919, as stated in the Chief 
Secretary’s Report, amounted to 72,135,075 dols. 
(£8,415,758), exceeding that for 1918 by 3,686,213 dols. 
This includes the proceeds of special taxation imposed for 
war contributions, which amounted to 4,823,227 dols. There 
were increases under almost all the heads under which 
revenue is classifed. Expenditure amounted to 70,676,961 
dols., and there was accordingly an excess of revenue over 
expenditure of 1,458,114 dols. 

TrapE AND CusToMs. 


The value of trade for the year was 399,148,090 dols. Of 
this, exports amounted to 279,135,105 dols., and imports to 
118.854.965 dols. There was thus a favourable balance of 
trade amounting to 160,156,876 dols., or over 40 per cent. 
of the aggregate value. The year under review has seen the 
greatest quantity of rubber, though not the greatest value, 
exported in any year, the actual quantity being 106,453 tons 
and the value 189,079,236 dols. Tin and tin ore showed a 
decrease both in quantity exported and in value. The most 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





marked feature in the distribution of trade was the strong 
recovery in exports to the United Kingdom. 
SHIPPING. 

The number of ocean-going steamers which called at Port 
Swettenham during the year was 197 as against 130 in 1918, 
and the total number of merchant vessels was 1,122, of which 
over 97 per cent. were British. Considerable activity was 
shown in building and repairing Government vessels. 

MINING. 

Revenue from mining, excluding special war taxes, 
amounted to 10,489,185 dols., as against 13,969,205 dols. in 
1918. The high figure for 1918, however, was due to the 
high price of tin during a great portion of that year, and 
compared with the more normal 1917 figure, the revenue for 
1919 shows an increase of 591,990 dols. 

Export of tin amounted to 620,512 pikuls, showing a de- 
crease of 7,297 pikuls on the 1918 figure. When the year 
opened there was no local market for tin, and the mining 
industry was threatened with dislocation. The Government 
accordingly arranged to purchase the tin ore produced, and 
continued to do so up to 25th April, when the local market 
was re-established. 

Tungsten ores exported totalled 7,323 pikuls, as compared 
with 5,971 pikuls in 1918, the increase being entirely due 
to an increase of over LOO per cent. in the amount of 
scheelite exported, wolfram showing a decrease. 

The quantity of gold placed on the market during the 
year was 16,402 ounces, of an approximate value of 626,600 
dols., as compared with 608,114 dols. in 1918. 

Output of coal from the Malayan collieries amounted to 
191,293 tons, against 168,740 tons in the previous year. 
The management expect ultimately to attain an annual 
output of 400,000 tons. 

Apart from labour difficulties, general conditions after the 
first quarter of the year showed a distinct improvement. 

RvBBER. 

The market for rubber was considerably more favourable 
in 1919 than in the previous year, the fluctuation in prices 
being much less than in previous years. A_ good deal of 
information has been collected by the Agricultural Depart- 
ment, especially in connection with the effect of top and 
sub-soil conditions on rubber. 

Investigations on rubber seed oil were undertaken with 
satisfactory results, while considerable progress has been 
made in the work of refining the oil. The chief remaining 
problem is to find a means of arresting the deterioration of 
the seeds during storage. 

CopRA. 

The year 1919 was a prosperous one for this industry. 
447,717 pikuls, of a value of 5,146,575 dols., were exported, 
compared with 428,226 pikuls, valued at 3,053,325 dols., in 
1918. 

Foop Crops. 

Research work in connection with wet padi seed selection, 
despite severely adverse conditions, revealed important pro- 
tress in the number of pure strains. The Department of 
Agriculture was able to give valuable advice and assistance 
in the cultivation of food crops other than padi. 

Pusiic Works. 

The actual expenditure for the year by the Public Works 
Department was higher than in any year since 1914, but, 
in view of the high cost of labour and materials, this is not 
a true indication of the volume of work carried out. A 
considerable amount of work was done for different Govern- 
ment Departments, including the construction of three new 
water-supplies. That to the Tower Perak Delta was com- 
pleted at a cost of 1,380,207 dols. 

(Note.—The par value of the dollar is 2s. 4d. A pikul is 
1334 pounds av.] 





EGYPT. 


HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER AT THE ASSOUAN 
DAM. 
- The question of the production of hydro-electric power at 
the Assouan Dam and other places in Eevpt was examined 
at a Council of Ministers held on 24th July, and the 
‘Journal Officiel”? of 29th July announced that the Council 
decided that the ownership and exploitation both of the 
Power Station and of the power produced should remain 
in the hands of the Government. 

The Council further decided to call upon the Ministrv 
of Public Works to present to the Council a full report 
on the entire question before proceeding with the execu- 
tion of the works. and disposing of any part of the power 
which will be produced. 

The Report should decide on the following points :— 

1. The maximum power which can be economically pro- 
duced, taking into consideration the various conditiens of 
the river 
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2. The system and generating machinery to be ado ted 

3. The arrangements to be made for the carrying oy 
of the works, and the upkeep of the entire installatioy : 

4. The best use to make of the power produced, takj 
into consideration that from an economic point of ve 
the project should be profitable whether the power js “a 
wholly or in part by the State or hired out to priy 
individuals on favourable terms. ne 








EUROPE. 


| BULGARIA. 


IMPROVEMENT IN ECONOMIC SITUATION. 
(From H.M. Legation.) 











| Sorta. 
| The economic position of Bulgaria has recently showy 
| distinct signs of improvement. The most notable change 
which has occurred during recent months is the comparatire 
appreciation of the Bulgarian Lev, from a minimum of 35 
Leva to the £ in April last to about 180 to 200 at the en 
of July. This gain in value is probably to be attributed ¢ 
| the prospects of an excellent harvest this year, and in this 
| connection it may be well to enquire into the reason why 
| the more than adequate harvest of 1919 did not have the 
effect which that of 1920 is in process of producing, 
IMPROVEMENT SINCE 1919. 
| The harvest of 1919 apparently had no effect on the valye 
| of the Lev abroad, which fell during that year owing to 
| the fact that the harvest, though more than enough to 
| supply the current needs of the population, did not have 
much exportable surplus. The country in the course of the 
| war had been depleted of all grain reserves owing largely 
to the activities of the Germans in this direction, and the 
available population on the fields from 1915 to 1918 was 
not sufficient to produce enough to counteract this drain 
on Bulgarian resources. It was thus only in 1919, when the 
German influences had left the country, that the Bulgarian 
peasant was able to turn the good harvest to his ow 
advantige, by accumulating his depleted reserves, laying 
aside a sufficient margin for seed grain, and living ona 
more generous amount himself than had been possible pre- 
_ viously. By 1920, however, these conditions had been ful- 
| filled, and the good harvest of this summer should leave an 
ample margin for export beyond the needs: of the country. 
This may serve either as a means of recouping the value 
of the Lev, as financiers are apparently thinking—to judga 
by the rise in its value at the moment—or for the Repara-\y 
tions Commission to exact as payment in the future. \' 








Harvest Prospects. 

The prospects of this vear are most favourable according 
to announcements made by the meteorological bulletins 
covering the period up to the end of June. Rainfall has 
been 50 per cent, above the normal. While a certain amount 
of damage was done by excessive torrential rains, hail and 
floods in the second half of June, this was only serious in 
one restricted area. Repeated periods of rainfall followed 
hy moderate heat have rendered the prospects of oats, maize, 
beans, beetroot, tobacco, etc. crops verv favourable. — The 
harley harvest is now complete, and while earlier than last 
vear, shows signs of being even hetter. Grain in general 
has produced excellent crovs all over the country; the 
harvesting of all the crops is well in hand. The roses were 
picked somewhat earlier this vear. and the quality of the 
attar is very good on the whole. There has been compara- 
tively little damage to grain from disease or locusts. 

Hay has not produced as much in the plains as last year, 
though the hill crops are good in ouality and quantity. 
Lucerne and similar fodder has vielded two or three crops. 

Cattle is in good condition evervwhere, and the grazing 
is excellent. The Maritza basin anpears to be very well 
stocked. The mulberry trees have done well. 








Crop Figures. 
/ The following crop statistics for the 1919 season have been 


Area sown in Crop obtained in 








hectares. metric tons. 
ai ead Ce 841.717 996,112 
ale ie 180.406 164.860 
in aaa, 191,694 295.809 
ci al al 122.016 107 226 
Millet .................08.. 13.587 13,847 
IN. “ect pa peinetcmsianes 563.448 985.296 
a, 1.779 2,396 | 
EO a eee 93 964 102,109 


j — 


2,008,641 9,527,614 
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The 1920 harvest is reckoned as likely to produce 30 per 
cent. more than the above figures, taking into consideration 
the damage done by the hail and rainstorms up to the 
t. The total is therefore calculated as about 3,286,000 
tons, of which 1,905,000 tons are required for local consump- 
tion and sowing, leaving therefore an approximate export- 
able surplus of 1,381,000 tons for 1920. 

From the above it will be seen that prospects for 1920 are 
very favourable; the surplus for export should therefore be 
considered at the earliest possible moment by foreign buyers, 
amongst whom it 1s said that Italy intends to figure largely. 


presen 


financtat Position IMPROVING. 

Regarded from the point of foreign exchange, Bulgaria’s 
nancial position may be said to have improved of late. 
The Press announces that efforts are being made to pay off 
interest due 0” foreign loans (1902, 1904 and 1907 loans in 
France), on which 54,000,000 francs have already been paid 
to the Banque des Pays Bas in respect of coupons which 
had already fallen due. Of this sum, 34,000,000 were paid 
in 1919 and 20,000.000 during the first half of 1920 in spite 
of the adverse exchange on the franc. Efforts are now to 
he made to pav off interest due on the 1896 loan. 








NETHERLANDS. 
TRADE WITH GERMANY. 
The value of imports from Germany into Holland 


amounted to 415,160,310 florins during the first six months 
of this year, as compared with 321,280,546 florins in 1918 
(12 months), and 264,147,955 florins in 1917. This increase 
was chiefly due to the greater importation of yarns, manu- 
factured articles, etc., while hardly auy increase was noted 
i» the importation of minerals, metals, glass and earthen- 
ware. | 

The value of exports from Holland to Germany was 
316,730,116 florins in 1917, as compared with 158,442,885 
forins in 1918 and 200,279,543 florins during the first six 
months of 1920. 

In 1917 and 1918 74 per cent. of the exports consisted of 
foodstuffs. while in 1920 considerable quantities of raw 
material were delivered to Germany. 

Further, during the first six months of 1920 Germanv 
exported to Holland gold bullion to the value of 564,481 
forins: silver bullion to an amount of 4,655,163 florins, and 
1.403.757 florins’ worth of silver coin. 





LATVIA. 


IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


(From the British Commercial Commission for the Baltic 
| Provinces.) 

The following statistics show the value of the imports into 
Latvia and the exports from the country in the period Ist 
July, 1919 to 3lst May, 1920, as issued by the Latvian 
Government : — 











Imports. 
Goods. Total. 

Latv. Rbls. 

eu ulaereeadhaennlae 129,645,049 
SE , ea deatcni as satie tid aviu bie iene 105,951,406 
Machinery and iron goods ............ 17 .237 ,224 
Leather and leather goods ............ 24,896,493 
Soft and fancy goods .................. 47 594,702 
Earn rere rer rere 13,466,376 
I, SII cs icnicconanciucnnnesnses 11,510,963 
Paper and paper goods ............... 8,399 376 
Miscellaneous —...............00eecceeees: 7,585,499 
EL Sn rR ne rere 366, 287 ,087 

The countries of origin were: - 

Countries. Total. 
pt) TR ree ere 51,890,230 
EES NNEIRES Cee eerie mrss 67,160,207 
SERRE Nee e mene rree 42 809,352 
in cect 49 213,054 
I a a 7,403 599 
NE ce 51,609,608 
I 52,612,210 
li a 8,967 ,030 
RN, ia ai ian ok eeale sileniinns 10,439 824 
ed. sc seanasdneuwnewas 24,181,973 





366,287 087 























IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued 


oe 





Exports. 
Goods. Total. 
Flax and flax-seed ..................... 328 094,767 
CDR a Te EER ee 35,593,589 
ETC Crer arn wy oo a nen oa (683,771 
SRE ERAS eRe 3,901,571 
EER 11,362,689 





386 636,387 





(he countries to which exports were consigned were : — 

















Countries. Total. 
SRC S nee ees neers 273,754,669 
RE ene: 15,364,820 
Ea ee 9,270,079 
EATS A AR MRT, 9,369,005 
RCI ea ane aera ae 4,345,130 
I PEO hatevcnsssedvndesssesinenseeasenenas 68,199,928 
ii een 2,130,015 
SSE ERT 1,578,224 
EES A eee a PING 1,888 928 
Other States  ..........ccccccccccccccock 735,589 

RTT ee 386 ,636 387 
SPAIN. 
LEGISLATION ON WHEAT AND FLOUR. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy.) 


Manprip. 

Legislation of far-reaching principles has been given effect 
to by a Royal Order of 27th July, published in the ‘“‘Gaceta 
de Madrid” of 28th July. But while its object is to 
check profiteering in wheat and flour, it is considered 
extremely doubtful whether in practice the Law will have 
any but most limited application. 

The Royal Order fixes the price of wheat in the granary 
at 56 pesetas per 100 kilos, to take effect immediately. This 
price graduates upwards slightly after the first three 
months, and from Ist November onwards 25 centimos per 
100 kilos may be added monthly, until it reaches 58 pesetas 
in June next. Farmers are invited to dispose of their 
stocks at the fixed rates, which, although higher than the 
official price ruling hitherto, are much lower than market 
quotations. Those who accept the Royal Order terms are 
guaranteed these prices as a minimum over a period of two 
years. 

The Government agree to supply, through the manu- 
tacturer, to all farmers who accept this arrangement, a 
quantity of superphosphates corresponding to 300 kilos per 
hectare (approximately 2} acres) of cultivated soil at the 
rate of 15 pesetas per 100 kilos, a price well below market 
quotations. 

Only one class of flour is to be sold, without admixture of 
any kind, and its price in the mill is not to exceed 72 
pesetas per 100 kilos, with a monthly increase of 30 centimes 
after lst December next. All sales are to take place under 
Government contro] and inspection, as well as the grinding 
at the mills, and all stocks are to be held to be entirely at 
the disposal of the State. Should the needs of the country 
demand it, the Government will take over any stocks at the 
price fixed by this Royal Order. 

The State will allot to each mill on the coast of Spain the 
share of wheat which corresponds to the district, and will 
favour the importation of foreign corn by reimbursing to 
the miller any difference that may result, after due agree- 
ment. In no case shall the total imports of wheat exceed 
500,000 tons. The State will keep stocks of wheat or flour, 
national or foreign, in the principal centres of consumption. 

In order to prevent contraband a special service will be 
organised, and at no Spanish port will the discharge of 
wheat or flour be permitted, except for the purpose of 
supplying the Spanish colonies and protectorate in Africa, 
in which case Algeciras and Malaga will be authorised to 
receive consignments. 

The Baleeric and Canary Isles will cover their require- 
ments by completing their own stocks with foreign imports. 
and all control will be in the hands of the Comisaria General 
de Subsistencias. : 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





ASIA. 


CHINA. 


WOOL AND LEATHER INDUSTRIES 
COMMISSION. 

A Wool and Leather Industries Commission was formally 
instituted at Peking on 1st June, and the President of the 
Chinese Republic has appointed Mr. Siung Ship Yi as 
President. 

The functions of this Commission are, inter alia, as 
follows : — 

(1) To locite the regions best suited for raising cattle 
and sheep and to study the present output, 
quality, demand and transportation facilities of 
wool and leather in these regions. . 

(2) To ascertain the quantity and kinds of wool and 
leather required by foreign countries and to study 
the world’s trade conditions concerning wool and 








leather. 
(3) To introduce and to encourage scientific stock- 
raising. 


(4) To formulate methods of rendering assistance to 
the people in their enterprises as described in 
Article IIT. 

(5) To select and purchase the best domestic and foreign 
breeds of cattle and sheep, which are to be sold 
at cost to the breeders. 

(6) To train technical assistants for cattle and sheep 
raising and wool, and leather making, and also 
to study the methods of providing for hygienic 
conditions for domestic animals. 

(7) To establish breeding farms, wool and leather fac- 
tories and laboratories, and make a comparative 
study of the different machinery and equipments 
used in the wool and leather industries and of 
the methods of marketing the products. 

(8) To devise methods of inspecting the quality of wool 
and leather to be exported. 

(9) To gather information and to receive reports on 
wool and leather industries from different pro- 
vinces; to translate foreign technical books; and 
to publish magazines and bulletins concerning 
these industries. 

(10) To send out from time to time parties of experts 
to lecture in various cattle and sheep raising dis- 
tricts in order to accelerate the development of 
wool and leather industries. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN JULY. 

Increased exports but slightly decreased imports in July 
as compared with June are disclosed by official foreign trade 
figures given out by the United States Bureau of Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce. 

July exports were valued at 654,000,000 dols., against 
631,000,000 dols. in June of this year, and 569,000,000 dols. 
in July of last year. Exports for the seven months’ period 
ending with July amounted to 4,902,000.000 dols., an increase 
of 6 per cent. over the ex»norts of 4,626,000,000 dols. in the 
first seven months of last year. 

Imports in July were valued at 537,000,000 dols., com- 
pared with 553,000.009 dols. in June, 1920, and 344,000,000 
dols. in July of 1919. For the seven n onths ended with July 
imports were 3.482,000,000 dols., an increase of 78 per cent. 
over the imports of 1,954,000,000 dols. in the first seven 
months of 1919. 

The excess of exports over imports amounted to 117,000,000 
dole in July. and 1,420,090,000 do's. in the seven months 
ending with July of this vear, as compared with 225,000,000 
dols. for July and 2.672.099 090 dols. for the seven months 
ending with Julv of last vear. 





LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 


PARA RUBBER EXPORTS. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 








Para. 
During the month of June the receipts of rubber at the 
port of Para consisted of 1,900 tons, made up of the follow- 
ing grades : — 





adil 
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7 Crop July 
Second First half- 1919 4)’ 
Quarter. year 1920. June 19y, 








Up-river grades ...... 803 4,436 11,320 22 80 
Island grades _...... 175 547 1,495 344° 
IN eccinn sansa 922 2,842 4,460 7 344 

eee 1909 = 7,825 17,275 33.60) 


The stocks at 3lst May were 2,000 tons. The total ayaj). 
able for export, 3,900 tons. The exports in tons during 
June were:—To the United States of America, 1,702 tong. 
to Europe, 642 tons. Stocks at 30th June were 1,556 tons 


The exports to date in tons are :-— 


1920. 1919. 
ae COURS sisssesveess 3,005 
0 February _......... 4,191 
nck ceae arr 4.45] 
| ree SE. ekxaedaeudanss 4.02] 
een re 2 550 
BE. éacwsencense 0° sh ee poe 1.597 





URUGDAY. 





BILL TO AMEND TRADE MARKS LAW. 


(From H.M. Minister.) 
MonTEvineo. 

A Bill is now before the Congress which, it is intended, 
shall supersede the law of 17th July, 1909, for the registra- 
tion of trade marks in Uruguay. The British Chamber of 
Commerce in Uruguay is of opinion that it contains nothing 
objectionable to British interests. 

One modification is adopted by Article 11 of the proposed 
Bill, which provides that all trade mark matters should be 
decided by the Courts. The new procedure will no doubt be 
more costly, but on the other hand, a better, safer and 
quicker decision may be expected. <A second modification 
has reference to the registration tax or fee, which is con- 
sidered to be a great improvement on the existing lav. 
Under the latter, a fee of 10 dols. secures Government pro- 
tection for one or all of the 80 classes comprised in the nine 
categories or groups. The new Bill provides that all classes 
comprised in the nine categories will be subject to a regis- 
tration tax of 90 dols., that is, for each of the nine cate- 
gories of raw materials and manufactured goods a fee of 
10 dols. will be charged. 

The new tariff appears at first sight to be an enormous 
increase in the cost of registration. Nevertheless, it should 
be borne in mind that it practically amounts to 1 dol. per 
annum per category, as the registration holds good for a 
period of ten years. Apart from this, it will eliminate the 
common practice which has little to commend it, viz., that 
of a merchant registering a mark for 80 classes, when he 
probably only requires protection for one category, to the 
detriment of, say, a British trade-mark owner who thereby 
finds it impossible to register the same mark in respect of 
a certain class of goods which he has heen manufacturing 
for perhaps half a century, and which in no way affect the 
interest of the merchant who has secured the general regis- 
tration; unless, of course, he can prove that the mark has 
been in use in the country, although not registered. 

There is one other point in the new Bill, with regard to 
attempts at piracy, which the Special Committee, in their 
report, make clear. In this Report, it is stated that while 
the wording of Article 55 of the old law has been altered 
somewhat, this in no way affects the established practice in 
this respect. The projected law merely makes Article 59 
clear, and removes all doubt as to the position of local 
owners of trade marks, and European owners of the same 
or similar mark. That is to sav, if a European owner of 
an unregistered mark in Uruguay finds that a local merchant 
or manufacturer is applying for the registration of such oF 
similar mark, and can prove user within two years of the 
local applicant’s registration, he will have full redress and 
ample protection in future as formerly. 

The British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay recommend 
United Kingdom manufacturers to consider the advisability 
of causing their trade marks to be registered forthwith in 
the country. ; 

A translation of the Bill may be consulted by British 
firms on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 


35. Old Queen Street, S.W.1. 


-_ — 
—_—- 
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Finance and Banking. | — 
CUBA. 

UNITED KINGDOM. NEW TAXATION AFFECTING COMMERCE 
CAPITAL ISSUES. AND INDUSTRY. 
\ccording to the figures compiled by the London Joint (From H.M. Minister.) 

: Havana. 


d Midland Bank, Limited, the amount of new capital 
or subscription in the United Kingdom during August 
aggregated nearly 10 millions, making a total of over 2943 
millions for the first eight months of 1920, This amount 
compares with 123 millions for the same period of 1919, and 
sxceeds the total for the whole of that year by about 57 
nillions. As regards the comparison of present-day figures 
vith those for 1913, it would be misleading to contrast mere 
totals and neglect to take into consideration the change in 
the value of money. In 1913 new capital issues amounted 
ty) 242 millions. In the twelve months ended 31st August, 
1920, they amounted to 408} million sterling, which in pur- 
chasing power was equivalent to a pre-war figure of about 
150 millions. In reality, therefore, if decreased purchasing 
ower be taken into account, less is being invested in new 
issues than before the war. 


New Capitat IssvEs* IN THE UNITED KINGDOM By MonrTuHs. 


City an 
issued f 




















1917 L918 L919 1920 
January 935,625 192,500 18,340,586 42,446,210 
February 618,883 = 1,275,750 9,683,737 35,213,793 
March 892.0386 2,674,562 11,862,083 69,355,644 
April 3,530,000 1,053,739 6,048,111 45,795,840 
May ...... 3,340,764 5,320,618 17,541,224 20,860,980 
June 1,508,125 2,295,959 16,823,315 27,559,699 
July .... 1,429,661 4,516,185 28,277,343 43,422,343 
Jugust ... 6,089,643 5,277,640 14,807,345 9,855,340 
8 months 18,339,737 22,606,903 123,383,744 294,509,849 
September = 1 092,694 5,986,672 9 294 271 
Octoher ... 2,158,000 7,233,857 24,977,183 — 
November 3,726,568 22,354,756 33,106,761 — 
December 1,125,000 7,147,863 46,779,404 — 
Year ...... 26,436,999 65,329,551 237,541,363 








*Excluding British Government Loans. 


GroGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF New Capita ISSUES* IN THE 
Unitep KINGDOM BY YEARS. 


(Compiled by the London Joint City and Midland Bank, 


Limited.) 
Year to Home Other 
Dec. 31st. Purposes. Countries. Total. 

4 , £ 
NY  Sitieanas 28,317,000 163,972,000 192,289,000 
ae 47,093,000 160,043,000 207 ,136,000 
ee 44,611,000 197 528,600 242,139,000 
2 ae 40,707 ,000 158,921,000 199,628,000 
a 8 ,297 ,000 74,685,000 82,982,000 
Eee 8,886,000 25,857 ,000 34,743,000 
ER 8,806,000 17,631,000 26 ,437 ,000 
2 40,267 ,000 25,063,000 65,330,000 
187,669,000 49,871,000 237 ,540,000 
esis 342,601,000 66,065,000 408,666,000 
 _ a 20,202,000 34,308,000 294,510,000 


j *Excluding British Government Loans. 
Year to 3lst August, 1920. tEight months to 31st 
August, 1920. 


CLassIFIEp DistrIBuTION oF New Capitan Issves* IN THE 
Unitep Kinapom sy YEARS. 
(Compiled by the London Joint City and Midland Bank. 
Limited. ) 


Government, 
Municipal and 


Industrial 


Year to Undertakings 








47 011,000 


247 499,000 


Dee 31st. Railway Loans. of all kinds. Total. 
£ £ £ 
ae 108,452,000 83,837,000 192,289 000 
ae 93 404,000 113,732,000 207 136,000 
TE ditilscvees. 153,789,000 88,350,000 242,139,000 
1914 "aa 140,128.000 59,500,000 199,628,000 
+a 77.745 ,.000 5 237 000 82.982 000 
1916 a, 29 491,000 5,252,000 34.743,000 
ee 15,071,000 11,366,000 26 437 000 
a 95.769.000 39,561,000 65,330,000 
__ See 17,244,000 2210 296 000 237 540,000 
oe ae 60.054.000 348,612,000 408 666,000 


294 510.000 


“Excluding British Government Loans. 
TKight months to 31st 


tYear to 31st August, 1920. 


August, 1920, 





Se eSeEeEaue omens 





In view of considerable increases which have been made in 
the emoluments of Civil Servants in Cuba, the following 
taxation has been imposed to meet the additional expendi- 
ture involved : — 

(1) A stamp tax on Notarial Acts varying from ten cents 
on amounts up to 500 dols. to ten dols. on amounts exceed- 
ing 15,000 dols. 

(2) A stamp tax on receipts varying from two cents on 
amounts between 5 dols. and 25 dols., to one dol. on amounts 
of 2,000 dols. and upwards. 

(3) A stamp tax on commercial invoices (both on imported 
goods and home trade) on the same scale as (1). 

(4) A stamp tax on land leases, mining and forestal con- 
cessions and similar undertakings on the same scale as (2). 

(5) A stamp tax on insurance policies (other than life) 
of two cents per 100 dols. 

(6) A five cent stamp tax for every page of certain 
Notarial Acts dealing with property, mercantile and shipping 
registers. 

(7) Bills of Exchange, money orders and similar docu- 
ments will bear stamps as in (2). 

(8) A tax varying from ten cents to fifty cents on first 
pages of certain documents required by Minor Courts. 

(9) A tax on sugar. 

(a) Ordinary of ten cents per sack of 300 lb. or more. 

(b) Extraordinary of thirty cents per sack of 300 Ib. 
or more, so long as sugar is quoted in Havana or sold 
at six cents or more per pound. 

Existing taxation on certain other industrial undertakings 
is extended to sugar undertakings in Cuba. 

(10) Mining properties will pay 6 per cent. of their profits 
and also a tax of twenty cents per hectare on acts of 
denouncement, whether exploited or not. 

(11) Banks and bankers generally will pay 6 per cent. of 
their profits. 

(12) A tax of 2} per cent. on Insurance Companies. 

(The nature and incidence of this tax is not clear). 

(13) A tax of 4 per cent. on the profits of Cuban industrial 
undertakings whose capital exceeds 10,000 dols. or profits 
2.000 dols. 

(14) A tax of 25 per cent. on jewellery and articles of 
gold and platinum, plus additional ad valorem tax of 25 per 
cent. 





ITALY. 


WAR PROFITS RESERVED TO THE STATE. 
(From J. H. Henderson. Commercial Secretary to H.M. 
Embassy.) 





Rome. 

The Chamber of Deputies has approved a measure intro- 
duced by the Government on 24th June, entitled ‘‘A Bill 
to reserve to the State all profits made in consequence of 
the war by Traders, Manufacturers and Agents between Ist 
August, 1914, and 3lst December, 1919.”’ 

War profits are already subjected to two taxes: (1) Super 
tax on profits arising out of the war, and (2) Tax on 
increased estate acquired in consequence of the war. 

(1) The tax on profits was first imposed in 1915 (Decree 
1643 of 21st November, 1915). and was re-enacted and 
elaborated by Decree 857 of 9th June, 1918, and Decree 2164 
of 24th November, 1919. It is assessed on the annual profits 
made by Traders, Manufacturers and Agents (‘‘inter- 
mediari’’) between Ist August, 1914 and 31st December, 
1919, in excess of ‘‘ordinary income,”’ which is defined to 
mean the average of the amount assessed for ‘‘income tax”’ 
(**Riechezza mobile’’) in 1913 and 1914, and in any case 
not less than 8 per cent. on the invested capital. Profits 
‘arising out of the war’’ are defined as profits generally 
recognised as resulting from an increase of production, or 
trade, or rise of prices, during the period of the war. The 
scale of taxation rises to a maximum of 60 per cent. in 
the case of traders and manufacturers, and 40 per cent. 
in the ease of agents. 

(2) The tax on increased estate was first imposed in 1919 
(Decree 2164 of 24th November. 1919), and was re-enacted 
with modifications by Decree 495 of 22nd April, 1920. It is 
assessed on the total amount of excess profits as defined in 
the preceding Decree, realised by the same classes of con- 
tributors between Ist August, 1914 and 31st. December, 1919, 
this amount being taken to represent the increased value 
of the estate. The amount which has been paid in War 
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Profits Tax may be deducted, and 2U,000 lire or 5 per cent. 
ot the capital value of the estate, whichever sum is greater, 
is exempt from the tax in the case of traders and manu- 
facturers and 20,000 lire or 50 per cent. of the ordinary 
income in the case of agents. The scale of taxation rises to 
80 per cent. in all cases. 

At 20th June, 1920, the War Profits Tax had realised 
2.551 million lire, and the Increased Value Tax 51 million 
lire, and further claims amounting to 1,349 million and 
337 million respectively were still under adjudication. 


_- — 








Shipping. 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


PORT AND LIGHTHOUSE DUES, ETC. 

The Argentine ‘‘Boletin Official’? of 20th July contains 
copy of a Law (No. 11021) which provides that during the 
period ending 3lst December next the following dues, etc., 
shall be levied as prescribed in the relevant Laws, with an 
increase of 30 per cent. :— 

Lighthouse and buoy dues (Laws Nos. 3666 and 10233) ; 

Fees for sanitary inspection (visita de sanidad) (Laws 
3367 and 10233) ; 

Cartage fees (Law 4925) ; 

Port and mole dues (Law 4926) ; 

Warehousing and porterage fees (Laws 4298, 8878 and 
10065) : 

Crane fees (Law No. 4932). 











UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


ACTIVITIES OF THE AMERICAN BUREAU 
OF SHIPPING. 

The following statement was issued by the American 
Bureau of Shipping regarding its relation to foreign trade, 
on 25th August :— 

“It has long been recognised that for the United States 
to have a successful merchant marine it must control its 
own marine insurance, and that to control its insurance it 
must have its own dependable classification society which, 
in this as well as in other maritime nations, must be the 
keystone of an insurance system. Coincident with the rapid 
development of our merchant fleet has been the rehabilita- 
tion of America’s classification society, the American Bureau 
of Shipping. This heretofore small organisation had been 
founded in 1867, but its progress had only been parallel 
with our efforts at a merchant marine up to the reorganisa- 
tion period. How signal has been its regenerated growth 
is best attested by the following statement of tonnage 
‘classed’ in each of the past five years :— 





Gross tons. 


SE hint eaudilntiadpahiid eldest iaiadidaadalaeaalabulideiia isi 154,307 
SEES * * --SagindininceaeneenhinningnunainienennianenaninemeNeriine 228 ,539 
Sc «iliadinieeaisesleriiudicanenrescabauialia saniiiiniontiaiedantecesiiiimdediities 500,285 
DEE. swasecsdpsenssnneideinneemenuennenainnisaididenniens 535,232 
SIT, ~ shceesiieunnieidsiedihaeasbiiiieinitl alti seasseictiminasnisalaiaiganniatoh 3,030,962 


‘This American classification society having now been 
placed on a firm foundation, the Government has, in accord- 
ance with section 25 of the Merchant Marine Act of 1920, 
made it the classification society for all vessels owned by the 
United States, and all departments, bureaux, boards, and 
commissions of the Federal Government have been directed 
to make the American Bureau of Shipping their official 
agency for all purposes which are included in the recognised 
functions of a classification society. 

‘“‘Prior to the passage of the Act above quoted, the Shipp ng 
Board directed that all of its shins bearine foreign classifi- 
cation should be re-surveyed and classed by the American 
Bureau of Shipping. This is now being gradually accom- 
plished as opportunity offers in order not to interfere with 
the operation of the vessels affected by the order. Within 
a year it is expected that all Government-owned ships will 
be under American classification.”’ 


ScuRVEYORS AT ForREIGN PorTs. 


“Through its own exclusive surveyors and through its 
reciprocal relations with the British Corporation, the 
Registro Navale Italiano, and the Imperial Marine Associa- 
tion of Japan, the American Bureau of Shipping has the 
advantage of the services _of survevors in the principal 
foreign seaports of the world. As American shipping in- 
terests at foreign ports expand, additional exclusive 
American surveyors will be stationed at the principal sea- 
ports as circumstances permit.” 


————— 
——$, 
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Railways. 





FEDERATED MALAY STATES, 





POSITION OF RAILWAYS. 

A statement on the expenditure and progress of the yj) 
ways of the Federated Malay States is contained jp 4, 
1919 Report of the Chief Secretary, which is published jy, 
Supplement to the Federated Malay States Governne, 
Gazette. 

During the year, the first complete post-war period , 
marked increase in revenue was experienced. The total 
expenditure on capital account amounted to 123,681,858 do, 
(par value of dollar = 2s. 4d.), as against 108,972,124 do} 
in 1918. Gross receipts amounted to 14,730,878 dols., cm. 
pared with 12,890,408 dols. in the previous year. hp i 
other hand, the enormously enhanced cost of materials aj; 
labour more than outweighed the increase in earnings, ay 
there was a further decline in yield on the capital outhy 
There is every indication of further increase in working cos 
and an increase in goods rates and terminal charges appeay 
to be inevitable if the railways are to be maintained op, 
paying basis. 

New LIngs, ETC. 

The total expenditure during the year on construction ani 
surveys of new lines amounted to 7,655,202 dols., as cop. 
pared with 2,365,229 dols. in 1918. Good progress was mad 
with the East Coast Railway, especially on the Pasir My 
to Rantau Panjang extension and the Pahang section, anj 
with the works connected with the new jetty and wharf 9 
Prai. No new lines were opened for traffic during the year, 
and the increase in mileage of running lines was inconsider. 
able. Five new stations and five new halts were opened, 
making a total of 212 permanent stations and 26 halts open 
tor traffic. 

The shortage of locomotives, which so seriously affected 
traffic during the war, was partly remedied by the receipt 
of fourteen American locomotives ordered in consequence 
of inability to obtain supply from the United Kingdon, 
The average daily mileage per engine during the year de. 
creased from 110:°11 in 1918 to 108-25. In view of the difi- 
culty and delay in obtaining steel trucks from England, 31 
trucks of different types were constructed locally of timber. 
This experiment proved most economical, as, apart from the 
fact that the locally-made trucks were at work and earning 
revenue during the year, the cost of building as compared 
with the cost of the imported article represented a saving of 
£66,700. 

Three new steam boats—two stern wheelers and one tug— 
were added to the railway fleet during the year, the cost of 
the three vessels varying from 32,000 dols. to 34,000 dols. 
each. Six steel lighters, costing 14,900 dols. each, were 
built in Singapore and added to the stock at Tumpat. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 





RAILWAY SITUATION AND DEVELOPMENTS. 


(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
Buenos AIRES. 


Argentine Railways are experiencing a favourable te. 
action, the number of passengers and volume of goods carried 
having greatly increased. 

During the financial year which terminated on 30th June 
the traffic returns of the railways, with one exception, 
showed increases over those of the preceding year, par 
ticularly in the cases of the four big broad-gauge companies. 
Not only owing to increased volume of traffic were the gros 
receipts far in excess of those during the year 1918-19, but 
the higher rates in force since 1918, and which are still 
maintained, contributed considerably. On the other hand, 
expenses of maintenance have also increased to a marked 
extent, such as labour, materials, and fuel. 


The following schedule shows the approximate traffic 


receipts of the railways during the year ended 30th June, 
1920, and those of the previous year: — 


1919. 1920. 

£ £ 
Buenos Aires Great Southern..... 7,338 ,000 1 
Buenos Aires Pacific ................. 6,250,000 my thao 
Central Argentine Railway ....... 6 965,300 9,7 ‘ees 
Buenos Aires Western ............- 3,730,000 wire 
Buenos Aires Midland ............... 929 500 B08 on 
Entre Rios Railway Co. ............ 1,058 ,500 1950 700 
Argentine North-Eastern _......... 533,300 17 00 

Cordoba Central Railway ......... 2,333,850 3,124, 
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Te aemenanenneneans 
RAILWAYS—continued. 
Dols. Dols. 
Rosario Puerto Belgrano .......... 3,720,000 5,014,000 
Buenos Aires General ............... 13,602,400 16,518,268 
Buenos Aires Central ............... 59,720,000 6,647 ,000 
MO TD assnnccssenncssoengens 22,305,000 22,086,000 


Approximate traffic receipts for six months ended 30th 
June on the Argentine State Railways were as tollows :— 


1919. 1920. 

Dols. Dols. 
Arg. cur Arg. cur. 
Argentine Central Northern ........ 11,200,000 12,670,000 
(a) San DE ~ aiuiininomsandxeiiaiundiale 354,000 653,000 
a) Comodoro Rivadavia ............ 239 ,000 287 ,000 
(a) Puerto EE pidaiciiicieesgtind 245,000 343,000 
(a) Formosa —......-..-seeeseeeeeeeee seen es 140,000 161,000 
(a) Lines known as ‘‘Ferro Carriles de Fomenio’’ (State 


Development Railways). 
No extensions were made to the railway lines during the 


period Ist July, 1919, to 30th June, 1920. The total length 
of the Argentine railway system, comprising broad, medium, 
and narrow-gauge lines, is 35,632 kilometres, or about 22,141 
miles. 

DEVELOPMENTS. 

It has been announced that as a result of representations 
made by residents in the south of the Province of Buenos 
Aires, the construction of the railway line from Bahia 
Blanca to Patagones will be completed. For some time past 
the terminal point of this line has been Stroder, located at 
some 78 kilometres from Patagones. The construction of 
the line was undertaken by the Pacific Railway Company, 
in accordance with a concession granted by the Government 
of the Province of Buenos Aires, but the work was suspended 
during the war. However, the completion of the line has 
to be started upon shortly by the Company, and it is 
estimated that the work will represent an outlay of some 
£700,000, a sum which is rather more than double that 
originally calculated. 

Among improvements which are about to be taken in hand 
by other companies, mention should be made of the con- 
struction at Bahia Blanca of a station for the Rosario and 
Puerto Belgrano Railway. The southern terminus of this 
line has for some years been Puerto Belgrano, and it is now 
intended to construct a line between this port and the town 
of Bahia Blanca, a distance of approximately 22 kilometres, 
and build a station at that town. 

The Buenos Aires Great Southern Railway will shortly 
commence making some considerable improvements at 
Constitucion Station in this city, with a view to increasing 
the number of platforms and extending the office accommo- 
dation at the station, where the headquarters of the line 
are located. 

Use or Orn Fvet. 


The use of petroleum in locomotives is increasing in 
Argentina in view of the dearth of coal and the difficulties 
experienced in obtaining adequate supplies of wood fuel. 
Within the limited supplies of oil available from the 
Comodoro Rivadavia oil fields, use of petroleum from that 
source is made, but the bulk of the requirements are filled 
by the Mexican product. In connection with oil fuel, the 
“ad referendum’”’ agreement recently signed by representa- 
tives of the Great Southern, Pacific, and Western Railways 
with the Astra Oil Company, owning oil fields at Comodoro 
Rivadavia, near those controlled by the Government, may 
lead to important developments in the petroleum industry 
in this country. The output of the Astra Oi] Company’s 
wells during 1919 amounted to 16,888 cubic metres of 
petroleum, 





MOROCCO (Spanish Zone). 


ADJUDICATION OF GHARRIA SECTION OF 
TANGIER-FEZ RAILWAY. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 





TANGIEK. 


The public adjudication of the Spanish section of the 
Tangier-Fez Railway, known as the Gharbia Section, is to 
take place on 25th October next at 11 o’clock, at Tangier. 
This section comprises a length of 28 kilometres. 

Persons or firms desiring to submit tenders must do so at 
least 30 days before the adjudication. Tenderers residing 
in the Spanish Zone, or having a representative there, should 
forward their tenders to the Delegacio de Fomento at 
Tetuan; others should forward their tenders to M. Rafael 
Gadea at Tangier. Plans and specifications may be con- 
sulted at Dar-on-Niaba (Tangier), and at 41, Avenue de 
POpera, Paris. 


-— 
—— 





| 








Minerals and Metals. 


SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 
REVIEW OF MINING INDUSTRY. 


Towards the end of the war, the importance of the base 
mineral deposits of Southern Rhodesia was appreciated, and 
the information then gained as to the possibilities of the 
country was of great value. A temporary setback has, of 
course, been experienced since the Armistice, but the country 
has proved asbestos of high quality and in large quantities, 
chrome ore of high grade and unlimited, coal, which is 
acknowledged to be of best quality, scheelite, which will 
fetch a remunerative price when the present heavy stocks 
in Kurope have been used up, copper, of which a steady 
output has been maintained by the Falcon Mines, arsenic, 
which is badly wanted for cattle dipping, and mica. In ad- 
dition to the foregoing, prospecting for other base minerals 
is proceeding, and it is hoped that further base minerals 
of commercial value will be proved. 

So long as the price of bullion containing gold and silver 
remains high and the possibilities of the base mineral 1n- 
dustry continue to be appreciated, more general activity in 
prospecting may be anticipated, as the opinion is still 
strongly held that the mineral wealth of the country has by 
no means been fully exploited. Capital for systematic 
prospecting is required, and it is hoped that this will be 
forthcoming. 








GOLD AND SILVER. 

The total production of gold in 1919 amounted to 593,222 
ounces, valued at £2,499,498, as against 631,358 ounces 
valued at £2,652,250 in 1918. Silver production showed a 
decrease in ounces, but, as a better price was realised, the 
value reached a higher figure than in 1918. The produc- 
tion was 172.000 ounces, valued at £34,099. 


COPPER. 

The copper output was adversely affected by the fall in 
price after the Armistice, which resulted in the shutting 
,down of the smaller copper producing properties. The pro- 
duction amounted to 3,012 tons, valued at £207,470, as 
against 3,254 tons valued at £299,321 in the previous year. 


CHROME. 

Chrome production was 35,282 tons, valued at £142,541, 
as against 31,286 tons, of a value of £134,857, in 1918. 
Shipping difficulties militated against larger production, 
und for many months a very large tonnage of chrome was 
lying at Beira awaiting shipment. This position, however, 
was considerably relieved towards the end of the year, and 
larger output is expected for the present year. 


ASBESTOS. 

The prospects of a good permanent market for asbestos 
are considered to be distinctly encouraging. The Shabanie 
fields have shown considerable progress, and a sound in- 
dustry has been established there. Valuable machinery to 
treat the fibre has been erected, and development on the 
mines justifies the erection of further machinery to deal 
with all classes of asbestos. The question of a railway to 
Shabanie has been under consideration, but no definite steps 
have been taken to build one. The production was 9,799 
tons, valued at £425,240, against 8,574 tons, of a value of 
£158,684, in 1918. 

TUNGSTEN. 

Owing to the heavy stocks held by the Imperial Govern- 
ment, tungsten fell considerably in price, and claim holders, 
even though some had equipped their mines with machinery 
to treat the product, considered that it was not possible for 
them to continue the production. The output amounted to 
20 tons, valued at £5,103, as against 37 tons of £5,407 in 
the previous vear. 





SPAIN. 


NEW TARIFF FOR MINING CONCESSIONS. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 





BILBAo. 
A Royal Decree has been issued by the Ministry of 
Fomento increasing considerably the payments to be made 


on applications for mining concessions in Spain. The new 
tariff is as follows :— 
Pesetas. 

Minimum payment on claim not exceeding 20 hectares 

I: csccintntnetetigmecesanacemadiinthinmnimeninsnaiebin 
Between 20 and 100 hectares, on each hectare ......... 5 
Between 100 and 500 hectares, on each hectare ......... 4 
On each hectare exceeding 500 ...........cecceeeeeseeeeeeess 3 


These rates are more than double those in force since 16th 
July, 1905, and will probably have the effect of decreasing 
the number of speculative applications. 


—_— —— 
———— 
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Chemicals and Oils. 





AUSTRALIA, 


THE OIL AGREEMENT ACT, 1920. 


According to the Agreement made between the Common- 
wealth Government and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
assented to on 29th May, the latter have arranged to erect 
a refinery in Australia, and to supply the Commonwealth 
with 200,000 tons of crude oil per annum at current rates 
until such time as oil is found in Australia or other terri- 
tories of the Commonwealth. This quantity of crude oil is 
estimated to yield per annum 40,000 tons of benzine, 33,300 
tons of kerosene, 9,045 tons of lubricating oil, 72,000 tons 
of fuel oil, 4,500 tons of wax, and 9,000 tons of pitch. These 
commodities, other than fuel oils, will be sufficient to supply 
about one-half of the total requirements of Australia. 


TERMS OF THE AGREEMENT. 





The Agreement sets out that the Anglo-Persian Company 
is to form and register a refinery company with limited 
liability on the following conditions.— 

(a) The refinery company to have a capital of £500,000 
in shares of £1 each. 

(b) The Commonwealth to be allotted 250,001 shares, the 
oil company 249,996 shares, and nominees of the oil company 
three shares. 

(c) The refinery company to be incorporated and registered 
in Victoria within 90 days after the commencement of the 
Agreement. 

(d) The Memorandum and Articles of Association of the 
company, and any alteration, to be subject to the approval 
of the Commonwealth, and to provide, inter alia, that in any 
increase of the capital the Commonwealth shall be allotted 
s0 many shares; that it shall at all times hold a majority in 
the number and value of shares; that of the total number 
of directors, including the managing director if he has a 
vote, three-sevenths shall represent the Commonwealth, and 
four-sevenths the oil company. 


ConTROL AND OBJECTS OF THE CoMPANY. 


The Articles are also to provide that no action affecting 
the policy of the Commonwealth, in naval or military or 
external affairs, or any sale of the business or any part of 
it, or any change in the status, powers, business, or constitu- 
tion of the company, or any proposed sale of refined pro- 
ducts to aliens, or for export from Australia, or any sale on 
long contracts, or under conditions which might endanger 
the ability of the company to meet Australian requirements, 
shall be taken without the consent of the Commonwealth. 
It is also specified that the company shall not be a party to, 
or act in concert with, any commercial trust or combine, but 
shall always remain an independent British business, and 
that the company shall give preference to Australian goods 
in purchasing plants and _ supplies, other things being 

ual. 

The objects of the company, as set out in the Act, are as 
follows :—(a) The creation and development in Australia of 
the industry of refining mineral oil; (b) the erection, equip- 
ment and operation of a modern refinery or refineries in 
Australia ; (c) the sale and disposal of the products of refining 
mineral oil: (d) such other objects necessary or incidental 
to these purposes as shall be approved by the Commonwealth 
and the oil company. 

The technical and commercial management is to be left 
entirely in the hands of the refining company, which is to 
equip, erect, and operate a modern refinery in Australia. 





PROTECTION OF THE INDUSTRY. 


With the object of assuring the success of the oil-refining 
industry, the Commonwealth Government agrees, given fair 
and reasonable prices by the refinery, to prevent dumping 
and unfair import competition; to refund Customs duties 
paid by the company on crude mineral oil bought from the 
company and refined in Australia; to cause to be introduced 
and supported as a Government measure a Bill for the im- 
position of Customs duties on crude mineral oil whenever, 
in its opinion, such action is necessary or advisable to prevent 
unfair competition with the products of crude oil refined 
in Australia by the company. 


Option oF PURCHASE BY THE CoMMONWEALTH. 


The Commonwealth has the option of purchasing the whole 
of the oil company’s interests in the refinery company at the 
end of fifteen years from the completion of the first refinery. 
Two years’ notice in writing of intention to exercise this 
option shall be given. If any steps be taken to liquidate. 
to wind up. or to reconstruct the oil company, notice shall 
be at once given to the Commonwealth, which is to have the 
option of purchasing the oil company’s interests in the 
refinery company within one month. The purchase price 
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is to be determined by two independent valuers, one ao 
each side, the valuers to have power to appoint an Umpire 
in case of disagreement. 

If the Commonwealth does not exercise the option at th, 
end of fifteen years, the oil company may give notice of its 
desire to be relieved from the obligation to supply crude 
mineral oil. At the end of two years, to be specified in the 
notice, the obligation shall then cease. 


PROSPECTING OPERATIONS IN PAPUA. 

The Commonwealth Government has agreed to place th 
boring operations in Papua in charge of the company, why 
are to be financed jointly by the Imperial and Commonwealt} 
Governments out of £100,000 set aside for that PUTpose 
(£50,000 from each Government). 

SUPPLY AND CoNSUMPTION OF OIL. 

In moving the second reading of the Bill in the Commop. 
wealth House of Representatives, the Prime Minister (Mp. 
Hughes) said that in 1910 the world’s consumption of crude 
oil was about 328,000,000 barrels, and in 1919 it was 
estimated that it exceeded 600,000,000 barrels. In Australia 
the consumption of residual and refined oils in 1910 Was 
25,725,000 gallons, and in 1918-19 it was 51,000,000 gallons, 
The United States alone uses about 6,000,000 tons of benzine 
per annum; Canada, with far less need than Australia to 
erect refineries, has fourteen, seven erected since 1914, and 
these have a total capacity of 1,500,000 gallons per day. 
Australia has not one refinery. Should oil be discovered ip 
Australia before a refinery is at work to deal with it, 
millions of gallons of crude oil might be wasted. : 


PRICE AND FREIGHT ARRANGEMENTS. 

The price payable by the refinery company for crude 
mineral oil is to be a price f.o.b. at the port of shipment, 
and the price paid to the oil company for crude mineral oj] 
is not to exceed the price paid by the British Government 
to the oil company for crude mineral oil. The oil company 
is to make all arrangements for freight at current rates to 
the port of discharge in Australia in respect of crude oil 
supplied by the oil company, provided tlfat the Common- 
wealth shall have the option of making the freight arrange 
ments if it can do so at a lower rate, and the Commonwealth 
is to make all arrangements for freight at current rates in 
respect of indigenous oil. 

The oil company will, until the refinery is in operation. 
use its best endeavours to secure adequate supplies of oil 
products to Australia at reasonable prices. 


SWITZERLAND. 
BASLE CHEMICAL INDUSTRY. 


During the war the Basle chemical industry made great 
strides towards acquiring a larger share of the overseas 
markets in chemical products, and it now supplies about 10 
per cent. of the world’s needs. 

The chemical industry in Basle also manufactures large 
quantities of pharmaceutical and cosmetic articles obtained 
from coal tar and vegetable materials. The following table 
shows the exports of aniline dyes, indigo, drugs, and per- 
famery, in millions of frances, during the past five years:— 

1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 
Aniline dyes and indigo 31:2 57:8 97-6. 98-0 136°0 
Drugs and perfumery ... 24:5 32:2 33:7 29:5 304 

The following information on the industry in 1919 1s 
drawn from an article published by the Bale Chamber of 
Commerce : — 


Anitine Conours anp EXTRACTS. 

The transitory period from war to peace time which began 
in 1918 still seems to exist. A return to anything like 
normal times does not seem to be within sight. It is true 
that import and export prohibitions have for the most part 
been abolished, but other difficulties have arisen, such a8 
the difficulty of replenishing stocks and the difficulties of 
transport. In addition, the state of the foreign exchanges 
makes exports to countries with a low exchange almost im- 
possible if it were not for the fact that the countries which 
require the goods are obliged to have them at any price. 
It is a fact that since last summer the demand for auiline 
colours has increased to such an extent that the colour a 
are quite unable to meet the demand. The output coul 
be increased three to four-fold if it were possible to procure 
sufficient raw material, especially in the case of coal. 

“The Basle Chemical Works were extremely busy 1n supply- 
ing the demand coming from Northern France, Belgium 
and Alsace, which countries had been partially devastated 
durine the war, and the industries of which required large 
supplies of colours. 

“The Basle colour works were busy during the whole year, 
and were, in fact, hard pressed for time in delivery. Since 
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the eight-hour working day has been introduced In Switze 
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CHEMICALS AND OILS —continued. 





iand, Basle has felt its effect. During the year under review 
the works have increased their selection of dyes. Although 
the number of dyes offered at present does not anything like 
reach the variety brought on the market before the war, 
their number is fairly numerous, and speaks well for the 
york done by the colour works. . 

“The sale of artificial indigo suffered very much owing 
to the general trade depression immediately following the 
Armistice, during which time prices fell. It was then 
expected that competitors would put more goods on the 
market, which, however, did not happen, and in the spring 
, reaction took place. The manufacture of indigo was 
hampered during» the year by all kinds of difficulties. 
Whereas formerly it was difficult to procure sufficient acetic 
acid, it became increasingly difficult to procure aniline oil, 
the price of which had considerably risen. In spite of these 
jificulties, however, manufacturers were able to export twice 
gs much as during the previous year although a considerable 
competition had set in on the part of British and American 
competitors, who were able to increase their export. 

MANUFACTURE OF EXTRACTS. 

“Manufacturers received sufficient orders and were able 
to procure their raw material in sufficient quantities. 
Buckthorn berries were procurable in larger quantities and 
of better quality. Tanneries were able to procure their 
usual raw materials, and only exceptionally were they 
obliged to use sumac extract an’? -~wvrobalan extracts. 
Gallic extracts were in demand, and ¢oncrally a good trade 
was done in tannin extracts, 


PHARMACEUTICAL CHEMICALS. 

“The year 1919 proved to be a satisfactory year for the 
chemical industry in general. The Armistice concluded at 
the end of 1918 altered the market possibilities to which 
the industry had to adapt itself. Orders for pharmaceutical 
chemical goods for the armies in the field ceased, but during 
the beginning of the year orders arrived from eastern 
European countries, the stocks of which had entirely dis- 
appeared. The fact that German competition in the 
chemical industries set in again proved to be a great draw- 
back in developing trade to the East. The demand for 
chemical pharmaceutical goods in the world market gradually 
decreased owing to severe competition in America and the 
Western countries, so that prices gradually fell. 

“The above remarks apply chiefly to chemical pharma- 
ceutical goods. The market for chemical pharmaceutical 
specialities—for instance, medicines sold in tablets and solu- 
tions—proved far less favourable. The medicines referred 
to are those with indications on their labels for their use 
for the information of the public. In the case of these 
medicines, the effect of the low rate of exchange made itself 
still more keenly felt. The conditions of sale in the case of 
medical specialities cannot be altered so quickly, and the 
constant change in the conditions of sale give a great deal 
of trouble to the manufacturer. It may be added that if 
the price of a medical speciality be raised too much the 
public ceases buying it. The present international uncer- 
tainty with regard to legal rights concerning trade marks 
and trade names has made trade in medical specialities far 
more difficult than formerly. |New countries have been 
formed in which legislation on these points has not as yet 
been clearly defined. In the older countries new laws were 
introduced during the war with regard to trade marks and 
patents beloncing to enemy firms which caused general con- 
fusion everywhere. 

“With rezard to the year 1920 it is difficult to prophesy. 
One thing is certain, and that is that competition is very 
severe, an! that times are difficult for Switzerland, as she 
is dependent on foreign countries for the majority of her 
taw materials, including coal, and also owing to the ever 
increasing cost of production.”’ 


PRESENT SITUATION. 

In addition to the above report, the following supple- 
mentary information has been received from the Commercial 
Secretary to H.M. Legation, Berne :— 

“As to the state of the market at present, there has been 
4 slump in some parts of the world, especially in the East. 
which makes itself felt in the sales. It is, however, con- 
sidered that the market will recover, as the demand for 
aniline colours on the nart of the textile industries in the 
whole world is enormous. At present the demand for aniline 
colours is larger than the available supply, and it is antici- 
Plated that business will soon be normal again. 

‘The price of dyes has not fallen recently, although the 
Price of raw materials of minor importance has had a ten- 
dency to fall. But raw materials of greater importance 
ave rather heen inclined to rise in price. and consequently, 
Prices for finished colours have remained approximately on 
the same level during the last half-year. 


- — 
— 











Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH; EMPIRE. 
AUSTRALIA. 


CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 

The Board of Trade has received copy of the following 
Customs By-Laws, amending the lists of articles which may 
be imported into the Commonwealth at the rates of duty 
leviable upon recognised ‘‘minor articles’? and ‘‘machine 
tools’’ : — 

Minor Articles for Use in the Manufacture of Goods 
Within the Commonwealth—By-Laws Nos, 449, 452, 453, 
458, 462. 

The following items are added :— 

For Motor Cars— 

Aluminium sheets, fluted or other stamped patterns, 
for use in the manufacture of running boards for 
motor cars (in operation from lst April, 1920). 

For Bags, Portmanteaux, and Trunks— 

Frames, except— 

(1) Metal kit-bag frames of sizes over 12 inches and 
under 22 inches. 

(2) Plated or unplated frames of plain, square, or 
flat iron or steel. 

(3) Fancy frames for ladies’ hand-bags, which are 
provided with the necessary holes to permit the 
material forming the bag to be sewn on to the 
frame. 

[By-Law No. 427 in above connection is cancelled. ] 
For Lighting Systems— 
Brass tubing. inch and under, external diameter. 
For Lampware— 

Clear ruby mica. 

The following item is deleted :— 

For Bags, Portmanteaux, Trunks and Leatherware— 

Locks. 

Machine Tools and Parts—By-Laws Nos. 450, 451, 454, 
455, 456, 460 and 461. 

The followine items are added:— 

Yarns (for use in the manufacture of textiles) and Textiles— 

Brushing and steaming machines and all component 
parts thereof, except brushware and leatherware. 

Alkali— 

Evaporators. 

Metal Working— 

Tube Making— 

Swagine machines. 

Miscellaneous— 

Machine for applving rubber internal wire carriage tyres 
to wheels. 

Machine for close jointing rubber internal wire carriage 
tvres after annvlication to wheels. | 

Photographic Printing— 

Automatic exposing, 
machine. 

Developing, washing and toning machine. 

Paper finishing, cutting, and foldine (but not including 
extra knives)— 

Lace making machines, 

Wootworking (not including extra knives)— 

Robbin and srool barrel horing and reaming machine. 

Bobbin ond spool barrel turning lathes. 

(But not the motive power engine combination. or nower 
connections. if any, when not integral parts of the 
above machines). : 

The rates of dutv leviable on recognised ‘‘minor articles” 
and ‘‘machine tools”? are: — 

Under the British Preferential Tariff 

Under the General Tariff ............... 


FTIT. 





*» 


> 
1 ¢ 


tvpe-printing, and cutting 


Free. 
10 per cent. ad ral. 








REGULATIONS GOVERNING IMPORTATION 
OF STOCK. 


The Royal Gazette of 23rd July contains copy of an Order 
in Covncil, dated 16th Julv. 1920. snecifving the conditions 
governing the importation into the Colony of Fiii of stock, 
animal manure, fodder, litter, fittings or other things which 
have or may have come into contact with any stock. It is 
provided in the Order in Council that such regulations shall 
not apply to any meat which has been frozen, cooked or 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 









preserved, or to any portion of a carcase manufactured into 
articles of commerce, or to any manufactured animal manure 
in which all animal product ingredients have been properly 
sterilised. 

A copy of the Gazette containing the Regulations may be 
consulted at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.2. 





MALTA. 


FREE IMPORTATION OF WOOD FOR MAKING 
FURNITURE. 


The Government Gazette of 27th August contains copy of 


a Government Notice (No. 314) of that date stating that 
cane rods and bamboo rods in their raw state and not cut 
up to specified sizes may be imported free of Customs duty 
when for use in the manufacture of furniture. 





PROTECTED MALAY STATES (KEDAH) 


AMENDMENT OF CERTAIN EXPORT DUTIES. 
A Regulation passed by the Kedah State Council on 22nd 
April, 1920, raised the export duty on large and small bricks 
and tiles exported from the State to 5 per cent. on their 
selling price in Kedah, with effect from 4th May, 1920. 





NORTHERN RHODESIA. 


IMPORTATION OF JAPANESE SHAVING 
BRUSHES PROHIBITED. 

The ‘‘Northern Rhodesia Government Gazette’’ for 5th 
July, 1920, contains copy of Government Notice (No. 74 of 
1920), dated lst July, which prohibits, until further notice, 
the importation into Northern Rhodesia of shaving brushes 














manufactured in or exported directly or indirectly from 
Japan. : 

FOREIGN. 

BELGIUM. 
EXPORT OF SCUTCHED FLAX, FLAX TOW, 


AND LINEN YARN 


The ‘‘Moniteur Belge’”’ for 8th September contains a Decree 
of the Belgian Ministry of Economic Affairs, dated 4th 
September, which extends up to 15th October next the period 
during which scutched flax, tow from the combing of flax, 
and linen yarn may be exported from Belgium without the 
necessity of an export licence in each case. The Decree also 
provides that the exportation of tow from the scutching of 
flax is no longer subject to the requirement of an export 
licence. 





BOLIVIA. 
NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF 


With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
page 49 of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for 8th July, the 
Board of Trade have now received from H.M. Minister at 
La Paz a copy of the new Bolivian Customs Tariff, which 
came into force on Ist July. H.M. Minister reports that, 
in general, and with the exception of made-up clothing and 
luxury goods, on which the increases are some 20 per cent. 
to 25 per cent., the rates are but very little higher than 
those previously in force. 

The classification of the Tariff has been remodelled, and 
in the great majority of cases the rates of duty are expressed 
as specific amounts per unit (of weight, measure, etc.) instead 
of as a percentage of the valuations assigned to goods by 
the Official Valuation Tariff, as under the system formerly 
in force. In some cases ad valorem duties (calculated on the 
invoice price with an addition of 20 per cent. to cover 
freight, insurance, commission. etc.), are prescribed. 

The new Tariff is, of course, in the Spanish language, and 
contains 2,260 headings. A copy, which also contains a full 
alphabetical index and a series of General Rules for the 
application of the Tariff, mav be seen on application at 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W.1, from which Department information as to 
the rates of duty applicable to specified goods or classes of 
goods may also be obtained in reply to written enquiries. 


























CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGEs 
—continued. 





BRAZIL. 





CUSTOMS TREATMENT OF CERTAIN 
PELGIAN PRODUCTS. 

H.M. Ambassador at Rio de Janeiro reports, by ¢ghy, 
that a Brazilian Decree, dated 3rd September, has Wi 
issued under which the following articles imported jny 
Brazil from Belgium are entitled to a reduction of % or 
cent. of the import duties prescribed in the Customs Tarift._ 
Rubber manufactures coming under No. 1033 of the Bragilis, 
Tariff, colours (paints) and inks coming under No, 173 y 
the Brazilian Tariff (except writing ink), varnishes, refriger 
ators, pianos, weighing machines, cement and corsets 

The Decree is effective as from Ist September. 





COSTA RICA. 


CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS, ET¢ 

‘La Gaceta’’ (Costa Rica) for 8th July contains copy 9j 
a Law, dated 6th July, which provides for certain modifica. 
tions of the Customs Tariff, authorises the Government jy 
purchase articles of necessity in order to reduce the cost oj 
living, to revise railway rates, and to treat with othe 
Central American States for free trade and for the form. 
tion of a Central American merchant fleet. 

A translation of the Law is as follows : — 

Art. 1.—From the date of publication of this Law unij] 
the end of the current year, the import duties on rie. 
coloured beans, condensed bilk and lard are suspended. This 
period may be prolonged for a further 6 months if, in the 
opinion of the Government, the circumstances require it. 

Art. 2.—In order to compensate for the loss of Customs 
revenue caused by the previous Article, the import duty on 
the articles included in Nos. 9, 10, 21, 53, 55 and 91 of the 
Customs Tariff shall be doubled, and the duty on articles of 
perfumery or articles for the manufacture of liqueurs 
included in Tariff No. 126 shall be trebled. [A list of the 
goods on which the duty is doubled is given below; the Tarif 
duty under No. 126 is 5 colones per kilog.] 

Art, 3.—All unmanufactured goods, other than tobacco and 
those constituting a State monopoly, coming from other 
Central American Republics are declared free from all duties. 

Art. 4. In the case of reciprocity this exemption from 
duty shall be extended to articles manufactured from raw 
materials of the respective Central American countries, 
excepting, however, those indicated in the previous Article. 

Art. 5.—The Government shall, when necessary, import in 
adequate quantities, besides foodstuffs, other articles of 
general use and consumption, for sale by retail at cost price 
plus import duty and a profit of 10 per cent. to cover the 
expenses of administration. Among the goods so imported 
shall be included bed-clothes of wool and cotton, handker- 
chiefs, blankets, towels, linen cloths, printed cottons, drills, 
check cloths, shovels, machetes and cane knives, plates and 
cups of enamelled iron, and other goods the need of which 
the Government deems to be urgent. 

Art. 6.—The Government may demand from merchants and 
owners of stocks of foodstuffs the surrender of all such stocks 
as are not of their own production, at cost price plus 16 pet 
cent. Merchants and owners are obliged to declare the true 
cost under a penalty of 1,000 colones. 

Art. 7.—The Government shall establish, while the cost 
of living is so high and as quickly as possible, in all the 
provincial capitals, granaries and shops for the sale of the 
goods referred to in this Law. The respective Municipalities 
must provide adequate sites and the Governors shall he 
responsible for the economical and careful administration of 
this expenditure. 

Art. 8.—The Government is to take steps to revise the 
rates of the Pacific Railway in order to cheapen, as far as 
possible, the transport of foodstuffs coming from the Pro- 
vinees of Guanacaste and Puntarenas, and to give facilities 
and cheap rates for the transport of swine and other animals 
for consumption in the interior. 

Art. 9.—The Government is authorised to ma 
with other Central American Governments providing for free 
trade and for the formation of a Central American merchant 
fleet to operate on its coasts. The vessels which Costa Rica 
contributes to this fleet mav be national or belong to nationa 
companies subsidised or aided in their formation by a 
State, and the Government_is authorised to proceed forth- 
with to form its nortion of the fleet referred to. 

Art. 10.—This Law shall come into force on the 
promulgation. 
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—continued. 





g.—The list of goods, the import duty on which is doubled 


the Law, is as follows :— 


Rates of Cus- 
toms Duty 
under the 
Customs 
Tariff. 


Articles. 








colones. cts. 
per lilog. 





Busts, statuettes and other ornamental} 
articles weighing less than 2 kilogrammes,| 
made of marble, jasper, alabaster, earthen-| 
ware, clay, and glass ; artificial eyes ; lenses) 
for optical and for scientific instruments 5, 
watch and clock glasses ; rocailles, beads,| 
flower stands, flowers, hooks, buttons,| 
pipes, cigar and cigarette holders, ear-| 
drops, hair-pins and all like articles of 
adornment, faney or ornamental, and un-) 
enumerated articles weighing less than 2| 
kilogrammes ; scent sprayers ; fancy and| 
ornamental candlesticks and candelabra | 
meerschaum, coral, amber, and jet, un-| 
manufactured ; funeral wreaths .. ow | 

Pipes, cigar and cigarette holders, and fancy 
and ornamental articles, of amber, meer-| | 
schaum, coral and jet... = oo | & 

Strings for musical instruments, of common 
metal ; articles of common metal, such as 
needles, buttons (not covered), eyes, hooks, 
pins, fans, fishhooks, spectacle frames with 
or without glasses, opera glasses not 
combined with mother-of-pearl, tortolse- 
shell or ivory, cigar cases, purses or money 
bags, masks, beads, thimbles, medals, 
pencil cases, tinder boxes of all kinds, 
buckles (except for harness makers), hair- 
pins and hair slides, lenses, key rings, 
separate keys, and button-hooks, _ 
sticks, corset busks and the like ; covered! 
wire of all kinds for hats ; bullion, purl,| 
pegs, lamellx, talc in sheets, tinsel, and 
foil for bronzing ; call bells and hawk bells ; 
watch and clock springs, crosses, crucl- 
fixes and other religious articles ; fancy 
and ornamental inkstands and _ hand 
blotters ; faney flower vases, candelabra 
and candlesticks ; unloaded cartridges for 
firearms ; fulminating caps ; flowers, palms, 
plants, funeral wreaths, and the same 
(natural) metallised ; ornamental articles 
for table use and for domestic purposes, 
silvered or gilt ; silvered or gilt lock cases, 
curtain loops and knobs ; coffins ; watches, 
not plated ; ornamental articles in the form 
of standing or hanging clocks ; unenumer- 
ated imitation jewellery and small wares 
of all kinds, common ; curtain-loop holders 
and curtain rings ; belts for ladies ; statues 
and busts weighing less than 10 kilo- 
grammes ; garden vases of metal, weighing 
less than 2 kilogrammes ; clock and watch 
movements and separate parts of the 
same sie és - - ie 

Galloons, elastics, ribbons, garters, braces, 
corsets, neckties, gloves, shawls, mufflers, 
cloaks, bedspreads, table covers, flags, 
curtains, handkerchiefs, and all orna- 
ments and passementerie of silk and the 
like, with or without core or part of other 
material entering into the manufacture of 
the same : silk underwear, for men or 
women, knitted or not; shirts or chemises, 
woollen and silk hats, trimmed, for women 
and children ; silk hats for men ; stuffs of 
silk and similar non-vegetable fibres... 5 50 

Made up articles of silk, or in which the silk 
fabric predominates, even with linings 
or ornaments of other material a 

Gut strings for musical instruments; fea- 
thers for trimming hats ; stuTed birds ; 
furriers’ wares of feathers, fine sponges for 
toilet ; artificial teeth ; skins for furriers’ 
wares, peltry and other ornamental and 
fancy articles ; kid gloves ; walking sticks ; 
penholders of ivory, tortoise-shell and 
mother-of-pearl; opera glasses; book- 
covers; buttons, combs, ornamental 
combs, and other articles of ivory, tortoise- 
shell and mother-of-pearl; billiard and 
bagatelle bal!s of ivorv or similar material | 4 
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By a Decision dated the 19th July it was provided that these 
increases of duty were not to apply to goods which had arrived in 
Costa Rica, but had not been cleared through the{Customs, nor to 
consignments of such goods which were on sea, at_the date of pro- 
mulgation of the Law. . 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 


FRANCE AND ALGERIA, 


INCREASED CUSTOMS DUTIES ON PIANOS, 
L'TC., AND GRAMOPHONES. 

The ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) for 4th September contains 
a French Presidential Decree, dated 29th August, which 
modifies the rates of import duty on various kinds of musical 
instruments, etc., imported into France and Algeria. Ad 
valorem rates of duty are now leviable, in place of the 
specific duties formerly in force (full particulars of which 
were given in the recent White Paper Cmd. 273: ‘‘France 
and Algeria—Increase of Customs Duties ’’). 

A translation of the Decree is as follows :— 

Art. 1.—Schedule A annexed to the Customs Law of 11th 
January, 1892, as revised by the law of 29th March, 1910, 
is modified as follows in so far as concerns the undermen- 
tioned goods : — 











No. in | 
Cus- 
toms | 
VYariff.' 


| 

[Rate of Im- 

port duty 

(“* General ”’ 

and ** Mini- 
mum ”’ 

| Tariffs), 


Articles. 





ad valorem. 
ex 604 35% 
and 

CZ 605 


Pianos, upright and grand, and detached 
parts thereof ‘a oe we os 
Organs, harmoniums, instruments with free 
metallic reeds, with one keyboard or more ; 
church organs, complete ; barrel organs ; 
mechanical instruments, with pipes con- 
trolled by means of cylinders,  inter- 
changeable or not, whatever be the motive 
power; ‘mechanical organs with pipes: 
pianos with organ pipes giving the effect 
of the violin, flute, clarinet, orches- 
trions, etc., played with perforated card- 
board or paper, whatever be the motive 
power; instruments with strings for 
striking or reeds, played mechanically 
by a cylinder, interchangeable or other- 
wise, Of perforated cardboard or paper, 
whatever be the motive power ; additional 
cylinders for these instruments; hand 
organs, aristons, manopans, and other 
irstruments with free reeds, played by 
means of perforated cardboard or paper ; 
and detached parts of these various instru- 
ments oa és os *s wa 39% 
Phonographs, gramophones and the like, 
with cylinders or discs, with or without a 
screw for stimulating the sound-box, 
mounted or unmounted, movements, 
accessories, or detached parts, cases and 
horns - - es o, sia 
Cylinders or discs, of mineral wax or other 
material, plastic or not, with or without 
records - ‘a “a 


























Art, 2.—The previous duties may be re-established by a 
Decree issued in the same form as the present one. 

Art. 3.—Goods which are proved to have been dispatched 
directly to France prior to the publication of this Decree 
may be admitted at the former rates of duties if such are 
more favourable. 

Art. 4.—The provisions of this 


Decree are applicable to 
Algeria. | 





EXPORT OF WORKS OF ART, PAINTINGS, ETC. 

With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
page 664 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ for 13th May, the 
‘Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) for 7th September promulgates a 
law, dated 3lst August, regarding the exportation of works 
of art, etc., from France and Algeria. A translation of the 
Law is given below :— 

Art. 1.—Articles of national historic or artistic interest 
may not be exported without authorisation from the Minister 
of Public Instruction and Fine Arts, who must give a 
decision within one month of the date on which the exporter 
presents a declaration to the Customs. 7 

These provisions are applicable to furniture of a date 
earlier than 1830, 1o the works of painters, engravers, 
designers, sculptors and decorators who have been dead more 
than 20 years at the date of the exportation, and to articles 
obtained from excavations made in France. 

Art. 2.—Articles for which permission to export has been 
refused shall, by way of exception from Article 16 of the 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued.,. 





Law of 3lst December, 1913, be registered on the ‘‘liste 
de classement.’’ This classification shall be valid tor a 
period of five years, and shall be renewable. 

Art. 3.—The State has the right to retain the articles 
proposed to be exported, either on its own account or on 
aecount of a Département, Commune, or Public Establish- 
ment, at the price fixed by the exporter. This right may be 
exercised during al period of SIX months. 

drt. 4.—Articles of a date earlier than 1830 and works oi 
painters, sculptors, engravers, designers and decorators Who 
have been dead more than 20 years, and of which the exporta- 
tion has been permitted, shall be subject to the following 
export duties : — 

15 per cent. ad valorem up to 9,000 trs. ; 

20 per cent. ad valorem on the value between 0,000 
frs. and 20,000 frs. ; 

25 per cent. ad valorem for the value over 20,000 frs. 

Neither this tax nor the other provisions of the present 
Law shall apply to imported works of art which have been 
declared on import. All proofs in this connection must be 
furnished by the importer. 

Art. 5.—Whosoever shall have exported or attempted to 
export articles in infringement of the foregoing provisions 
shall be punished by a fine equal, at least, to double the 
value of the articles in question, and the articles shall be 
seized and confiscated for the benefit of the State. In case 
of repetition, the delinquent will be punished, in addition. 
by imprisonment of from 6 days to 3 months. Art. 463 of 
the Penal Code is applicable. 

Transitory Provision. 

drt. 6.—Merchants may obtain permission to export 
articles imported into France after Ist January, 1914, if 
within one month of the promulgation of the present Law 
thev furnish proof of the date of import. 

Art. 7.—Detailed provisions for the application of this 
Law shall be laid down by published administrative regula- 
tions, 

A4rt. 8.—The present Law is applicable to Algeria. 





GERMANY. 


SPIRITS MONOPOLY—TAXES ON IMPORTED 
SPIRITS. 

A German Law of 6th December last, amending the 
Spirits Monopoly Law of 26th July 1918, provided that 
spirits (other than rum, arrack, cognac, liqueurs and spirits 
made solely from fruit, berries, wine, wine yeast, must, 
roots and residues thereof) can only be imported into Ger- 
miny from abroad by the Spirit Monopoly Administration.* 
Importation by other bodies or persons is prohibited, but 
the Minister of Finance can grant exceptions. Spirits im- 
ported by the Monopoly do not pay Customs duty. 

The Customs and internal taxation of imported spirits 1s 
dealt with by an Ordinance of 3rd May last, published in the 
‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’? on 12th May, and effective as 
from 14th June. The provisions of this Ordinance, and of 
subsequent Proclamations issued thereunder, are given 
helow :— 





Import Duties.—The import duties as amended are fixed 
at the following rates :— 
Customs Duty. 
Marks per 
100 kilogs. 
Spirits (Branntiwein) of all kinds, 


No. in 
Customs Tariff. 


including alcohol, arrack, rum, 
cognac and compound - spirits; 


mixtures of -leohol with ether, and 
solutions of ether in alcohol: 


178 In casks: 

re reer Pere 300 
Arrack, rum, cognac ............ 200 
I cc vcsccsmectsoees 150 
179 In other receptacles ............... 300 

187 Vinegar of all kinds: 
OD i ciiircdvcancdagcessvedes 10 
In other receptacles .................. 48 


Note.—Vinegar containing acetic 
acid in excess of 15 ner cent. of its 
weight is to be classed as acetic acid. 





*It should be noted that the importation of all spirits 
which are not covered bv the Monopoly is also subject to 
licence under the general import restriction regime. 
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No. in 


Customs 
‘ ryy . . S D Y 
Customs Tariff. uty, 


Marks pe, 
















277 Acetie acid, even ervstallised (glacj ie ‘logs 
. . ‘© - 
vinegar), and anhydrous acetic 
acid : 
Weighing, together with immedi- 
ate receptacle, at least 20 kilo- 
PE. scutwbdeesiddvdsdcdacendcee 12 
Weighing, together with immedi- 
ate receptacle, less than 20 kilo- 
.  virbdbdcigeievvnlvansicensl 48 
347 Kther of all kinds, plain or com- : 
pound; cognac essence (oil of 
pressed grape residues): 
ee rene rn ern nres 120 
In other receptacles .................. 265 





Monopoly Tare.—To set off the charges paid by home 
produced spirits under the Spirits Monopoly Law a 
ported spirits which are not imported through the medium of 
the Monopoly, spirituous products, ether, ether products 
vinegar and acetic acid, must pay a monopoly tax (Monopol. 
ausgleich), in addition to the Customs dutv. The tax 1s to 
be calcu'ated on the difference between the fixed selling 
price and the basic price, on the spirit content of spirits 
and spirituous products; in the case of ether on the 
spirit contents required for the production of the ether, and 
in the case of products containing ether, on the quantity 
of spirit generally required for the production of the ether 
contained. 

On the import of spirits and alcoholic products declara. 
tions must be made specifying the quantity, net weight and 
alcoholic content. On the import of ether and products 
containing ether, the net weight of the ether must he 
declared as well as that of the ether contained in the 
products, for each receptacle. In the case of large recep- 
tacles exceeding 20 kilogs., the weight of the receptacle must 
also he declared. Where such declarations are not made. the 
tax is levied at fixed percentages of the difference between 
the fixed selling price and the basic price. [This is the 
‘normal’? monopoly tax—see below.] 

On the importation of alcoholic products, ether and pro- 
ducts containing ether, of kinds which if produced in Ger. 
many would have been made with snirits or ether at a 
reduced selling price, the monopoly tax will be levied on 
the difference between the reduced selling price and the 
basic price of the spirits. [This is the ‘“‘reduced” monopoly 
tax—see below.] The tax will not be levied where the 
selling price is the lower. 

The monopoly tax is to he levied, in the case of imported 
vinegar and acetic acid, at the same rate as the consumption 
tax on home produced :.cetic acid, and in the case of vinegar 
according to the anhvdrous acetic acid contained. If 
the imported acetic acid is used for purposes which entitle 
it to freedom from consumption tax, the monopoly tax will 
not be levied. | 

Proclamations, dated 12th and 26th May, were issued in 
the ‘‘Deutscher Reichsinzeiger’’ on 19th May and 9th June. 
in execution of the Ordinance referred to above. These Pro- 
clamations contain the following provisions, inter alia:— 
The monopolv tax on vinegar and acetic acid is at the rate 

of 160 marks per 100 kilogs. of anhydrous acetic acid. 
The ‘‘normal’”? monopoly tax on other articles is fixed, until 

further notice, at the following rates :— 
(a) In cases where the alcoholic content is to be caleu- 
MUG «....-+.. 2020 marks per hectolitre of alcohol. 
(hb) In cases where the tax is to be calculated on the 
weight of the products: 







Marks per 


100 kilogs. 
(1) For liqueurs and alconolie products 808 
(2) For arrack, rum, and cognac ...... 1212 
(3) FOr GOOF BPEPEts on.s.... cc cccsseeese. 2020 
I cadvcatadsaksecctecsusadanane’ 2424 
(5) For products containing ether 1212 


The ‘‘reduced’’ monopoly tax is fixed, until further notice. 
at the following rates :— 

(a) In cases where the alcoholic content is to be calcu- 

Se 520 marks per hectolitre of alcohol. 

(b) In cases where the tax is to be calculated on the 


weight of the products: 
Marks per 


100 kilogs. 





(1) For alcoholic products ............... 208 
I IN crecininicnniniesiadbdininasdiibnett 624 
(3) For products containing ether ... 312 


Where the monopoly tax is calculated for ether (and 
products containing ether) on the basis of the quantity of 
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alcohol used in the production, 1°6 litres of alcohol is to be 
punted for each complete kilogramme ot ether. 
~ wPreigeld.’’—In virtue of an Ordinance of 7th May, 1920 
‘published in the ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger” on ist June), 
Sorted potable spirits pay, in addition to the Customs 
or and monopoly tax, a further tax, known as ‘“freigeld, , 
oy & ate of 3 marks per litre of alcohol. (Potable spirits 


at the 1 
a Germany other than by the Monopoly are also 


produced in ( | 

subject to this tax), 

CUSTOMS DUTIES AND INTERNAL TAXES ON 
VARIOUS PRODUCTS. 

The following notice gives particulars respecting the in- 
ternal taxes on various goods (tobacco, wines, beer, matches, 
ote, etc.) which were imposed or increased by German Laws 
passed in 1918 and 1919. The internal taxes are pavable 
on imported products of the kinds in question, as well as - 
such products manufactured in Germany and, for importec 
woods, are payable at the same time as the Customs duty. 
The Customs duty applicable to imported goods is in 
many cases fixed by the Laws in question. a : 

The Customs and internal taxation on spirits is dealt with 
separately in the notice headed ‘‘Spirits Monopoly: Taxes 
on Imported Spirits.’ . 

A.—InTerRNAL TAXES. | 

Coal.—Wnder a Law of 8th April, 1917, coal produced in 
or imported into Germany pays a tax of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem. . | | 

Acetic Acid.—The consumption tax on acetic acid was 
increased, by a Law of 26th July, 1918, from 30 to 160 
marks per 100 kilogs. of anhydrous acetic acid. | 

Tohacco Products and Cigarette Paper.—The Tobacco Tax 
Law of 12th September, 1919, fixes at the rates shown below 
the tax applicable to tobacco and tobacco products and 
cigarette paper produced in of imported into Germany. 
The rates of Customs duty on imported products were also 
‘ncreased to the rates shown in the second part of this notice, 
relating to Customs duties. . . 

The tax is payable by means of revenue stamps. Tobacco 
must be packed in completely closed packages, the nature 
and size of which is fixed hv the Ministry of Finance. The 
retail price and the kind and quantity of the contents must 
be printed on each packet of tobacco: and the retail price 
must be printed on each cigarette. (In. place of the retail 
price the price limits of the relevant item in the list of 
taxes may be given). erie 

(in marks 
per thousand) 
A —Cigars retailed at prices— 


Up to 8 Pfennig Se SNR eas ener ree 8 
‘ oO, CPE NIE ee 12 
1? a -. tcc ee eneener ak oees 16 
— wae POOR SEs 25 
ao ae = i egetbante tania tcnines 33 
20 |  pahceteaewnbenbieees 40 
. 95 : 2,  s&sinhedmatee €éee wera D5 
hat ak | ihackr eeu 72 
Ss (Ct st . dekiedewame an deudkeaty 88 
ee a SE TEE 104 
—-— See adiuciiee teases 118 
50, TY Anhaiate Vadiaatacendeis 132 
.. 88 is a REE 146 
" 6 : eer Te Te TT ee eee 162 
6 . <i PCIE 177 
al Saiieaselisens ustaataeaatan 192 
oa ts. daecatareeaueabes 210 
sO con | | haabaiieedacieaiened é 230 
"90 ee ea 265 
100 ks a eeaie 300 
Le ee etc aubdincieerites 380 
x a ; TTT T er CTT Cre Te 500 
ae se * cotciemahadine diamine 600 
3000 De aelcbtabeabebei ie dethaete 700 
250 * eC TT Te eT ee 925 
3000 Se A saelaiehaiameniemaaaa 1200 
Over 300 Se Se A 1600 
B.—Cigarettes retailed at prices— 
ee. eer rere reer reer er 10 
—— i Pee ee eT TT eee TT 14 
c= @ i Se re Pere eee 19 
Bh awaits abs 23 
a ae Ba! SOMO R a uate Ne 32 
“a ae Pichia ra ead ata se ee 4] 
ia e io ee ie tee 6 aan wenwe oe 50 
a i? a ) pbbads dundee eedeswax 65 
i ae - “~. vveourebadddeued eden 87 
_-— |. Te clea lela A wet iad 110 
«no a a m Hptibnedinsciewus 140 
a ie a eae TS AT 200 
» 5» BO i NRT 250 
Over 50 so, - (iatviownsnneins ion 300 
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Rate of tax 
' (In marks 
: per kilog). 
U.—Finely cut Smoking tobacco (é.e., that finer 
than {mm.) retailed at prices— 


Up to 10 Marks per kilog. .................. 3 
ace * “cae 2k REAL EAE eS 6°50 
o -o oe 0 “ae Ge re Toe 3) 
a me * at AR a a i a a a atta 14 
2 -» " _ WEMTT TTT? Cree CeCe TT 20 
— = ia PE eS ee ee 32 


i i. “d Pr Yc ey TT re ere ere 44 
Over s0 “eT aaa eee eS rere 60 


D.—Pipe tobacco (excluding that specified under C 
above) retailed at prices— 


Up to& marks por kilog, .... 0.6 ccccccccccces 1 “U0 
Over 5 and up to6 marks yer kilog. ............ 1°20 
» GO > 9» 5 29 - a ee ee ee ee 2°00 
ae 2 «. 2 <x “ eae 2°50 


— ee ae > stilt sie ag tel aol. 4°50 
a Se ~~ a = a sk eee eens 6°50 


9 20 marks a  sccheceseinaes anes 9°00 


Rate of tax 

(in Marks per 

. 1,000 pieces). 
K.—Chewing tobacco in rolls or plugs, retailed at 


prices— 

Up to 20 Pfennig each ........ badmanes — 15 
en = ” “  #enhedeods sveweswewe 30 
‘<a mt TY re er ere 45 
-~- 2 a“ >, mnieneeeadeons 60 
“« oe a ‘io Mkthmiaiaceianeaaia ‘ 75 

Over 100 S scaddenbwreeaweweaed 100 


Rate of tax 
(in Marks per 


Kilog). 
F.—Snuff, retailed at prices— 
SP OO © Be NG FI ov ov didn cn cdccdccwcces 1°00 
Over 5 and up to 6 Marks per kilog. ............ 1°20 
a? « w« eS nl eens 1°50 
ow fe aw ‘a eridewes 2°00 
» 10 as, ations ‘ictal 2°50 
<< Se a ke me eheewdnbanax 3°00 
op MU I I, ig once ccccccéccccccs 4°00 
G.—Cigarette paper (except that intended for 
| ee 10 Marks per 


1,000 papers. 
Matches, Lighters, ete.—Under a Law of 10th September, 
1919, which became effective on 1st October, 1919, matches, 
lighters, etc., made in or imported into Germany, are 
subject to tax at the rates shown below. The rates of Cus- 
toms duties on imported products were also increased, to the 
rates shown in the second part of this notice relating to 
Customs duties. 
Tax. 
(1) Matches and spills of straw, paper or other 
materials— Mks. 
(a) In boxes or other receptacles containing less 
than 30 bs 


os - és .. 0°02 per box 
In boxes or other receptacles containing from 


30 to 60 “a 4 4 en -- O03 me 
(6) In boxes or other receptacles containing more 
than 60 oa - 0°03 per 60 


matches or 
fraction thereof. 
(2) Tapers of stearine, wax or similar materials :— 
(a) In boxes or other receptacles containing 20 
or less . 


, 0°10 per box 
(6) In larger packages 


0°10 per 20 
tapers or part 
thereof. 

The higher rates of (1) and. (2) are not to be 
appplied if the numbers of units contained are 
not exceeded by more than 10%. 

(3) Lighters— 
(a) With fiints or metal of iron or other metal, of 
factory prices amounting to— 


Up to 2 Marks each - si .. 0°50 each. 
More than 2 and up to 5 marks each, inclu- 
Sive .. o. “n eo o* v- 2a" sw 
More than 5 marks each ‘ ‘ ~~ 2 aw 
(6) Platinum automatic lighters for incandescent 
gas lamps _ ‘a - $s i. Cae 
(c) Other lighting apparatus iis , 3°00 ,, 


Lighters wholly or partly of precious metals 
pay a surtax of 10% on the factory price. 

(4) Flints and steels not combined with lighters 0°10 per 
gramme or 
sart thereof. 

Playing Cards.—By a Law of 10th September, 1919, which 

came into force on Ist November, 1919, the internal tax on 
playing cards manufactured in or imported into Germany 
ond destined for consumption in Germany was fixed at 2 
Marks per pack. The tax is reduced by one-half in the 
case of packs containing 24 cards or less, and increased by 
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the same amount for those containing more than 48 cards. 
The Customs duty on imported cards was also increased to 
300 marks per 100 kilogs. 

Beer.—The tax on beer produced in Germany was increased 
by a Law of 26th July 1918, and varies from 10 marks per 
hectolitre for the first 2,000 hectolitres produced per annum 
up to 12} marks per hectolitre for quantities in excess of 
120,000 hectolitres. Another Law of the same date increased 
the Customs duties on imported beer to the rates shown in 
the second part of this notice relating to Customs duties. 
These Laws came into force on Ist October, 1918. 

Wine.—By a Law of 26th July, 1918, a tax of 20 per cent. 
is levied on wines, grape must, beverages similar to wine, 
and beverages containing wine. In the case of imported 
wine, the dutiable value includes the import duty and all 
expenses (freight, insurance, warehousing, commission) up 
to the time of import. Certain wines (e.g., sacrament Wine, 
wine for travellers and ships’ crews, wines for making 
vinegar, etc.) are free of the tax. The Customs duties on 
wine, ete., were also increased to the rates shown in the 
second part of this notice. 

Sparkling Wine.—The tax on sparkling wines (produced in 
Germanv or imported) was increased by a Law of 26th July, 
1918. and further increased by a later Law of 21st April, 
1990 (which came into force on Ist June, 1920) to the 
following rates :— 

Sparkling wine produced from fruit wine without the 


addition of grape wine... ve 2 ..d Marks per 
bottle. 





































































Other sparkling wine, and beverages similar to 
sparkling wines _ - 2. .. 12 Marks per 
bottle. 
All receptacles of from 425 to 850 c.c. are regarded 
as bottles; those from 230 to 425 c.c. as half- 
bottles. Half-bottles pay half the rates for 
bottles; and smaller bottles pay one-quarter of 
those rates. 
The Customs duty on sparkling wires was fixed at 180 marks 
per 100 kilogs by the Wine Law Tax of 26th July 1918 (see above). 


Mineral Waters.—Under a Law of 26th July, 1918, the 
fullowing taxes aré payable on mineral waters and similar 
products, whether made in Germany or imported : — 


Tax 
(per litre). 
Mineral waters (natural and artificial). . - .. 0 O05 mark 
Lemonades and other artificially-prepared beverages 
(including beverages containing sugar in which 
the alcoholic fermentation is limit2d or restricted 
by the method of production and beverages pro- 
duced by the fermentation of liquids containing 
sugar even if the alcohol produced by fermenta- 
tion has been separated) .. ce es .. 0 10 mark. 
Concentrated artificial lemonade ; cs Ee és 


Materials for the preparation of artificial lemonade.. 20 00_,, 
The name of the producer and place of produc- 
tion must be marked on the receptacles. — 

Nore.—The Customs duties on unspecified artificial 
beverages was fixed by the Wine Tax Law (see above). 

Coffee and Tea.—The Law of 26th July, 1918, imposing a 
tux om mineral waters, also increased the Customs import 
duties on coffee and tea to the rates shown in the second 
part of this statement. 

B.—Customs DUTIEs. 

The following statement shows the Customs import d 

leviable on 10ducts affected by the Laws referred to above :— 











‘Rate of Duty 
Tariff Articles. (in Marks per 
vo | 100 Kilogs). 














Under Tobacco Tax Law of 12th Septem- 
ber, 1919 :— | 
29 Tobacco leaves, unmanufactured, or only) 
fermented or smoke-dried, even in 
bundles, bunches, or packets = 130 
220 Tobacco Products — | 
Tobacco stems and stalks even treated 
with tobacco juice (sauced) .. al 50 
Tobacco lyes (Laugen), mixed ornot with 
tobacco juice - - sal 
Notre.—Tobacco lyes intended for use in 
combating plant diseases may be ad | 
mitted duty-free under regulations 
issued by the Reichsrat. | 
Tobacco leaves, manufactured (wholly or! 
partly stripped, even treated with 
tobacco juice (sauced) etc.) ; waste of! 
manufactured tobacco leaves, and waste 
from tobacco products, mixed or not,) 
with wastefromrawtobacco .. oe 280 
Carrots, plugs and rolls for making snuff. | 150 
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Tariff 
No. 


























367 


186 


45 


180 


181 


182 


183 


184 














Snuff, chewing tobacco, pipe tobacco in 
rolls or flake, tobacco powder, tobacco 
dust, paper manufactured with tobacco 
leaf stalks and ribs 

Smoking Tobacco— 

Fine Cut .. - - 7 ial 
Other 
Cigars 
Cigarettes .. i a _ si 
In virtue of the Law of 10th September, 1919,| 
for the Taxation of Lighting M aterials— 
Matches and spills of wood, straw, paper’ 
and other materials... e val 
Tapers of stearine, wax or similar ma-' 
terials - - - - val 
In virtue of the Playing Cards Tax Law of 
10th Sepiember, 1919— | 
Playing cards in any form and of any size 
(in addition to internal tax) : 





| 
| 
In virtue of the Beer Duty Law of 26th July, 
1918 — | 
Beer of all kinds— | 
In receptacles of a capacity of 15 litres 
or more - i 
In other receptacles - ~~ - 
Note.—The Bundesrat may fix the 
duty on beer in officially-gauged casks, 
on which the gauge stamp, the year of 
gauging, and the capacity in litres is 
clearly and permanently shown, at 
25°40 marks per hectolitre, provided 
the capacity of the casks is 15 litres 
or more and that not more than 5 years 
have elapsed since the gauging. _ 
In virtue of the Wine* Tax Law ofj26th July, 
1918— [a 
Wine grapes— 
Fresh (table grapes) , ‘ 
Pressed, fermented, vintage must. . - 
Wine and fresh grape must, even sterilised— 
In receptacles of a capacity of 15 litres 
or more— 
With natural alcohol content ; fresh must 
Reinforced .. ee 
In other receptacles— 






—$———— 


Rate of duty 
(in Marks ber 
100 Kilogy 


———__ 


4,000 
7,50) 
4,000 


6,000 
7,500 


60 


300 


19°35 
25°00 


20 
24 





With natural alcohol content ; fresh must 
Reinforced - - - - 
NoteEs.—(1) In addition to the Cus- 
toms duties under No. 180, the internal 
taxes are also to be paid. 

(2) Wine for the production of 
sparkling wine and _ vermouth,| 
under Customs control .. am 

(3) Wine for the production of cog-| 

nac or wine vinegar, under Cus- 
toms Control .s ‘i o 
(4) Wine with an alcohol content of 
more than 200 grammes per litre 
shall be classed for Customs duty 
as unspecified potable spirits. 
Grape must, boiled down wr otherwise 
concentrated with or without sugar 
(grape syrup), non-alcoholic, even steril- 
ised: ‘* Rosinenextrakt ” - “ 
Wine with medicinal substances added, 
and other alcoholic beverages intended 
for consumption, even with addition of 
spices or sugar— : 
In receptacles of a capacity of 15 litres or 
more “ i - 
In other receptacles es ea oe 
Fruit wine, fruit must in process of fer- 
mentation, and other fermented bever- 
ages similar to wine made of fruit or plant 
juices or malt extracts ; rice wine (sake) : 
In receptacles of a capacity of 15 litres 
or more i 
In other receptacles 
Sparkling wine i os - es 
Note to Nos. 181 to 184: In addi- 
tion to the Customs duties, the internal 
taxes are also to be paid. 
Mead; milk wine (koumiss) and Kefir- 
koumiss ; unspecified artificially pre- 
pared beverages without spirits or wine 





added— 
In receptacles of a capacity of 15 litres 
or more - ‘ 


In other receptacies Xa se ‘“ 
NotTE.—For beverages falling under this 
heading’ (except mead, milk wine and 


75 
80 


200 


60 
80) 


24 
48 
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Rate of duty 
| Articles. (in Marks per 
= : | 100 Kilogs). 





Kefir-koumiss), the internal taxes are 
also to be paid, in addition to the 
Customs duties. 

In virtue of the Law of the 26th July, 1918, 
imposing internal tax on Mineral Water 
and amending the Customs duty on 
coffee and tea— 

34 | The words “ Yerba mate (Paraguay tea) ”’ 

are deleted from this heading. (See No. 

65 below). 

61 | Coffee and coffee husks— 

Raw - - iv és oa 130 

Not raw (e.g., roasted, even ground) : 

coffee powder mixed with sugar*; coffee 
essence ; extract of raw cotfee husks, 
thickened to syrup* .. “i - 175 
65 | Tea, also mate i 7” or - 220 
NoTtTEe.—Tea for the production of 
theine, under Customs Control - Free. 
*T hese items were formerly covered by 

Tariff No. 212, which is consequentially 

amended. 
































AMENDMENTS TO THE * EXPORT FREE 
LIST.”’ 

The issues of the ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger’’ for 4th and 
ith September contain Proclamations, dated 3rd and 2nd 
September, which provide that, as from 2Uth September, the 
export of the undermentioned stones and wares of stone 
from Germany shall be subject to licence. These goods, 
therefore, should be deleted from the ‘‘ Export Free List ”’ 
i.e, the list of goods which can be exported from Germany 
without export licence) which was published at pages 526-9 
oi the *‘ Board ot Trade Journal ”’ for 15th April: — 

ex Category I1.—Raw MInerAt MATERIALS. 


No. in 
German Tariff. 
233 Slates; rough blocks, rough sheets; roofing 
slates, rough table slates. | 
ex 234 Alabaster and marble, rough or merely roughly 
worked, even if sawn (but on not more than 
three sides) or unsplit, unsawn sheets; ala- 
baster and marble, ground, even if pulver- 
ised. 
ex 234 Rough blocks of hard stone (granite, syenite, 
felspar, etc.) and of porous and compact 
lava, split, sawn on not more than three 
sides; uncleft, unsawn plates of these 
stones. 
er 234 Rough blocks of sandstone or other softer 
stones, cleft, even sawn on not more than 
three sides ; uncleft, unsawn plates of these 
stones. 
er 234 Boulders, chippings, pieces; ground stones. 


‘e Category XIII.—Wares or Stones ox OTHER MINERAL 
SUBSTANCES (EXCEPT EARTHENWARE), ETC. 
680) Stones, porous or compact lava, sawn on more 
than three sides, and in a natural state or 
merely rough-hewn on the unsawn sides. 


68] Paving stones. 
7 Slabs of stone: 
682 Sawn (cut) or split, neither smoothed, 


planed, polished nor enamelled, of any 
kind of stone (except slate). 

fz 683 Smoothed, planed, polished or enamelled, 
of alabaster, marble or serpentine, of 
polishable limestone (except lithographic 
stones, which were already prohibited), of 
granite, porphyry, syenite or other hard 
stone. 

684 Slate blocks and slabs, sawn (cut) on one or 
more of the narrow sides (edges), neither 
planed, smoothed nor polished. 
Stonemasons’ wares, neither smoothed nor 

planed, combined or not with wood or 

iron, neither lacquered nor polished : — 
Plainly wrought, cut in profile or not, 
turned, ornamented or not—of alabaster, 
marble (artificial or not) or serpentine; of 
granite; of porphyry, syenite, or similar 
hard stone; of porous or compact lava, 
of polished limestone, and of other stones 
(except slate). 
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German Tariff. 
ex 687 Stonemasons’ wares, smoothed, planed, 


polished or gilt, combined or not with wood 
or iron—of alabaster, marble (artificial or 
not); of serpentine; of granite, porphyry, 
syenite or similar hard stone; of polishable 
limestone ; and of other stone (except slate). 
688a Slabs of slate, smoothed, planed, cut in profile 
or ctherwise further manufactured; slate 
wrought into tables; manufactures of slate 
not elsewhere mentioned, not combined with 
other materials (not including writing slates 
and slate pencils, which were already pro- 


hibited), 

689 Articles wholly or partly of porous or compact 
lava. 

690 Large or small carved wares of all kinds of 


stone, so far as they are works of art, in- 
cluding stippled work (‘‘punktierten’’). 

Stone-wares not included in other Tariff Nos., 
not combined with other materials or merely 
combined with wood or iron, except articles 
of luxury—of alabaster, marble (artificial or 
not), serpentine; of granite, porphyry, sye- 
nite or similar hard stone; of polishable 
limestone; of other stones. 

693 Millstones with or without iron rims or metal 

casing. 


NORWAY. 
FURTHER IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


With reference to recent notices in this ‘‘Journal’’ respect- 
ing the prohibition of the importation of various articles 
into Norway, H.M. Minister at Christiania reports, by 
telegraph, that the importation of the goods specified in the 
list given below is now also prohibited, as from 11th 
September. In the case of goods in items (9) and (11), 
import licences will be granted for those which cannot be 
described as “‘luxuries.’’? Goods of the kinds included on the 
list may be imported if the shipping documents show that the 
consignments were shipped from the country of export before 
midnight on 10th September, or, in the case of imports by 
parcel post, if the despatch note was stamped by the Nor- 
wegian Postal authorities not later than 11th September. 


ex 691 








AppITIONAL List oF Goops PROHIBITED TO BE IMPORTED. 
(1) Artificial flowers and parts thereof, made of fabric, 
paper, straw, feathers, leather and the like (Tariff 
No. 34). 
Umbrellas and parasols with covers madeof or con- 
taining silk (Tariff No. 570). 
(3) Neckties of pure or mixed silk (Tariff No. 318-9). 
(4) Ribbons and belts ef silk with interwoven metal thread. 

(5) Gloves and mittens of pure silk (Tariff No. 238). 

(6) Gloves of half silk. 

(7) Carpets consisting exclusively or mainly of hair. 

(8) Hangings and tapestries of wool. . 

(9) Toilet, shaving, sewing and writing cases, with or with- 
out fittings, pocket-books, wallets, and note-books, 
portfolios, albums, purses and ladies’ bags, of skin 
(leather) or silk. 

(10) Travelling bags, trunks, portmanteaux, hat-boxes, 
satchels and the like, made of or covered with leather 
(Tariff No. 589). 

(11) Furniture of birchwood. 

(12) Perfumed waters (alcoholic or non-alcoholic) and per- 

| fumed vinegar (Tariff Nos. 71 and 417); volatile oils 
not specified in the Tariff (Tariff No. 543). 

(13) Perfumed soap. 

(14) Cakes, including all kinds of pastry prepared with 
vanilla, almonds, coconut, honey, sugar, syrup, ete. 
(Tariff No. 304). 

(15) Chocolate. 

(16) Confectionery, including chocolates, drops, marzipan 
and similar sugar preparations (Tariff No. 690). 

(17) Apples and pears, fresh (Tariff No. 166). 

(18) Dates. 

(19) Fruit and fruit peel in sugar, candied, or preserved in 

spirit, and preserves not otherwise specially provided 

for in the Norwegian Ilariff ; fruit otherwise preserved, 
including tinned pineapples, apricots, plums and 

pears, even if containing sugar (Tariff No. 182-3). 

(20) Cigars and cigarettes (Tariff No. 709). 

Goops CovERED By Ortp ConrTRACTS. 
With regard to the list of goods the import of which was 
prohibited as from 19th August, H.M. Minister at Christi- 
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ania reports that, according to information received by him 
trom the Norwegian Government, licences will be granted tor 
the import of consignments of goods of the kinds included in 
that list, which were purchased and paid for prior to 19th 
August, on application being made by the prospective im- 
porter in Norway to the Ministry of Commerce, Division IT 
of the Department of Industrial Supplies, accompanied by 
proof of the date of payment. 

As regards goods which were ordered, but not paid for, 
before 19th August, applications for import licences may be 
addressed to the above-mentioned Department of the Nor- 
wegian Government by the prospective importer, and should 
he accompanied by full details of the contract and informa- 
tion as to whether the goods were specially manufactured for 
the Norwegian market. In such cases, the Ministry of 
Commerce will endeavour to avoid damaging the interests 
of the parties to the contract, but the Department is unable 
to give any general promise in advance that import licences 
will be issued. 





PORTUGAL. 


CERTAIN FOODSTUFFS EXEMPT FROM 
IMPORT DUTY. 

The Portuguese ‘‘Diario do Governo” for 6th September 
publishes a Decree (No. 6898), of the same date, which pro- 
vides that, as from the date of publication, the undermen- 
tioned goods may he imported into Portugal free of Customs 
duty : — 

(a) Meat, fresh, smoked or otherwise prepared ; 

(b) Bacon, fresh or prepared in any manner ; 

(c) Lard, unrefined, refined or prepared in any manner ; 
(d) Olive oil: 

(e) Butter: 

({) Margarine; 

(¢) Edible vegetable fats. 

Frozen meat for consumption in Lisbon is also exempted 
from the consumption duty levied on fresh meat. 








EXPORT SURTAX ON WOOD PULP. 

The issue of the ‘‘Diario do Governo”’ for 4th September 
contains a Notice issued by the Ministry of Commerce and 
Communications notifying that the export surtax on wood 
pulp (chemical pulp) under Article 5 of Decree No. 6859 
(see pages 329-330 of last week’s issuc of this ‘‘Journal’’) is 
100 per cent. ad valorem, and not 10 per cent, ad valorem, 
the igure given in the Decree as printed in the ‘‘Diario do 
Governo.”’ 





SWEDEN. > 


CUSTOMS TREATMENT OF IMPORTED 
CEREALS AND FLOUR. 


The sliding scale of Customs duties laid down by Decree 
of 3lst August, 1919, in respect of rye, wheat, barley and 
Hour (meal) and groats thereof imported into Sweden, which 
was to have come into force on Ist June, 1920, but was 
postponed until 3lst August by Decree of 21st May, has 
heen further postponed until 30th November next by a 
Decree dated 24th August. Such cereals, flour and grain 
may, therefore, still be imported into Sweden free of Cus- 
toms import duty. 
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RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS 

H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Stockholm notifies that t, 
prohibition on the export of the following goods from Swede, 
has now been withdrawn :— 
Tariff No. 
ea F41—S) 
es 198 


Articles. 

Peas, not milled. 

Hides and skins of goats, sheep and lambs 
not classed as furskins, not dressed, inelyg 
ing those salted, limed or dried. 

Sheepskins (classed as furskins), not dregge 

Carbon sulphide. 


ex 222 
ex 1172 








EXCISE TARIFF CHANGES. 


BELGIUM. 
CONSUMPTION TAXES ON TOBACCO. 


In virtue of a Belgian Ministerial Decree, dated 25) 
August and published in the ‘‘Monitear Belge’’ on 54, 
September, the proportional consumption duties on foreign 
and native tobacco (cigars, cigarettes, smoking tobacco. 
chewing tobacco, and snuff) fixed by Articles 18 to 30 of the 
Law of 20th October, 1919, are to come into force on ly 
October. 

Particulars of these duties were given in the notice a 
page 665 of the issue of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal” fo 
27th November last. 











Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of th 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number ani 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
a of Overseas Trade, except where otherwiv 
stated. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS _ TRADE 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command a 
extensive Overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial, Diplomatic and Consular Services in Foreign cou- 
tries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial Trade Cort 
spondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects « 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it § 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader_upon personal or written ap- 
plication to the Department at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, S.W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of 3 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following: 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign and 
Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for British trade 
abroad; general conditions prevailing in Overseas markets; 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
competition, and suggestions for meeting it; methods of distribr- 
tion and marketing; credit conditions, terms of payment, et. 
abroad ; firms at home engaged in particular lines of business, 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or I 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agedls 
for British firms, Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs regult 
tions; statistics of Import or Export; forms of Certificates ° 
Origin; regulations concerning commercial travellers, Consular 
Invoices ; etc. ; shipping and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and coll: 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad a0 
are available for inspection by British traders at 3, Guildhall 
Court, London, W.C.2. 


METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods ree 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, bu 
it is desired to call attention to one or two points, the observan® 
of which will facilitate the supply of the information rte 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applica 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners : 
Imperial Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, 40 
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4.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular Officers in Foreign 
~ountries, but it is generally advisable to communicate in the 
frst instance with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, as the information required 
s frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delay involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
‘gn therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London, the Department will make ,all neces- 
gry enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. 

When making application for information enquiries should 
clearly specify -— 7 _ _ | 

(i) The countries concerning which information is required. 

(2) The precise kind of goods; and 

(3) The particular points in regard to which the information 

is sought. 

By following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
a3 possible applicants will materially assist the Department in 
tg endeavour to supply the precise information required. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





AUSTRALIA. 

GENERAL HARDWARE, COACH BUILDERS' AND 
(PHOLSTERERS’ MATERIAL, ETC.—A large firm of whole- 
sile importers in Launceston, with a branch in Hobart, -esires 
io obtain the representation, for Tasmania, of United Kingdom 
suppliers of general hardware, and coach builders’, upholsterers’, 
adders. and bootmakers’ materials, on a commission. or 
purchase basis to suit requirements. The firm are understood to 
have excellent facilities for handling goods and have good con- 
nections throughout the State. (Reference No. 362.) | 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
london, W.C.2 :-— 

LINOLEUM, CARPETS, CURTAINS, CRETONNES, ETC. 
—\ Melbourne business man, with branch offices in Sydney, 
Brisbane, Perth, Fremantle, and Ackland, is desirous oi 
vetting into touch with British manufacturers of _ first-class 
linoleums, carpets, Madras and lace curtains, cretonnes, and 
kindred lines. (Reference No. 412/20/7/197.) 

Replies should be addressed to the’ Official Secretary, Common- 
wealth of Australia Commercial Information Bureau, Australia 
House Strand, W.C.2, quoting the reference number. 





BRITISH INDIA. * 


MACHINERY, HARDWARE, ENAMELLED-HOLLOW- 
WARE, HOUSEHOLD EARTHENWARE AND GLASSWARE. 
—A business man, at present in the United Kingdom, with twelve 
vears residence in, and an intimate knowledge of, India and the 
Far East and with long commercial experience in these terri- 
tories. desires to represent as travelling agent, in India and the 
Far East, United Kingdom manufacturers of the following lines :— 


Small power and other machinery, hardware, enamelled 
follow-ware, cheap household earthenware and_ glassware. 


(Reference No. 363.) 

PIECE-GOODS, IRON AND STEEL, METALS, TOOLS, 
ETC.—A firm of bankers, importers and exporters in Calcutta 
atepresentative of whom is now in this country) desire to get 
into touch with exporters to India of piece-goods (both cotton 
and woollen), iron and steel, metals, hardware, tools and imple- 
ments, rubber goods, etc. (Reference No. 564.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





CANADA. 
CURTAINS, OILCLOTH, RIBBONS, STLKS, BLANKETS, 


HIDES.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal desire to 
obtain the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
curtains, oilcloth, ribbons, silks, blankets, and hides, on a com- 


mission basis, for the provinces of Quebec and Ontario. (Refer- 
ence No. 365.) 

BOOTS AND SHOES, READY-MADE CLOTHING, 
HOSIERY, UNDERWEAR, POTTERY AND_ GLASS, 


CARPETS, PIECE-GOODS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents 
in Ottawa wish to obtain the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of boots and shoes, high-class clothing (men’s, 
women’s and children’s); high-class ready-made clothing; rain- 
coats and waterproofs (men’s and women’s); outfitting and under- 
wear; knitted goods; linens and woollens; hats and caps; pot- 
ery, fine china, glassware; druggists’ sundries; and rugs, car- 
pets, and linoleums, on a commission, sales or consignment basis 
Td commission), for the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 


COTTON, LINEN AND SILK PIECE-GOODS, HOSIERY 
AND MEN’S WEAR.—An old-established firm of manufacturers’ 
agents in Vancouver wish to obtain the representation of Umited 
Kingdom manufacturers of cotton, linen and silk piece-goods. 
hosiery, and men’s wear, on a commission basis, for Western 


Canada. (Reference No. 367.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





TOOLS.—A_ hardware merchant and manufacturers’ agent in 
Montreal desires to obtain the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of high-class edge and engineers’ tools, on a 
commission or consignment basis, for the whole of Canada. 
(Reference No. 368.) 

STEEL PRODUCTS, ELECTRICAL GOODS.—A firm of 
manufacturers’ agents and merchants in Montreal wish to obtain 
the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of steel 
products of all kinds, including galvanised steel sheets, cold 
rolled sheets, bars, shafting, etc., and any patented specialities ; 
also sundry electrical goods (of which a list can be obtained on 
application to the Department), on a commission basis, for Eastern 
Canada. (Reference No. 369.) 3 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, MADE-UP 
GOODS.—A commission argent in Montreal wishes to obtain the 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of shirtings, 
cotton and wool dress goods, hosiery, men’s woollen goods, hats 
(mien’s and women’s), gloves, laces, carpets, buttons, boots and 
shoes, linings, etc., on a commission basis for Quebec, Ontario 
and the Maritime Provinces of Canada. (Refereace No. 370.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


LINOLEUM, HOLLOW-WARE, BRASS FOUNDRY, GOLF 
YEQUISITES, ETC.—A firm of brokers and agents established 
in Napier and Christchurch, desire to obtain the agencies of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of linoleum, golf clubs and balls, 
envelopes, hollow-ware, brass-foundry, linseed oil and matches. 
(Reference No. 571.) 

SUITINGS, HOSIERY. MANCHESTER GOODS.—An 
agent in Auckland desires to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of suitings, hosiery, and Manchester goods, with 
a view to representing them on a commission, indent or con- 
sionment. basis for the whole of New Zealand. teference No. 
372.) 

STEEL, PLATES, WIRE, GENERAL HARDWARE. AND 
ELECTRICAL LINES.—A firm of agents in Auckland desires 
to get in touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of steel bars 
and rails, corrugated iron, fencing and barbed’ wire, nails, 
staples, galvanised black and steam pipe, conduit pipe, tin 
plates and general hardware, ironmongery and electrical lines, 
who may desire to appoint agents to represent them for the 
whole of New Zealand. The firm claim to be doing a large 
business with wholesale houses in steel products from Australia, 
in addition to a large brokering business in the lines mentioned. 
They wish to have a selling commission from manufacturers and 
would deal with wholesale merchants only. (Reference No. 373.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Wellingion has forwarded copies 
of the specifications, conditions of contract, drawings and tender 
forms in connection with calls for tenders, as follows :— 

(1) TRAMWAY EQUIPMENT.—Up to 19th October for the 
supply and delivery of wires, cables and overhead equipment 
(Contract No. 58); and rails, fishplates, fishbolts and dogspikes 
(Contract No. 59); by the Tramways and Electricity Department 
of the Borough of Invercargill. 

(2) WATERWHEEL GENERATOR. — Up to noon on 
Srd November for the supply and delivery of a 15 k.w. water- 
wheel generator for the Hammer Springs electric power plant, by 
the Public Works Department, Wellington. 

(3) PLATE GIRDER SPANS.—tUp to 10th November for the 
manufacture, supply and delivery of seven plate girder spans for 
the Hope Bridges, Midland Railway, by the Public Works De- 
partment, Wellington. 

(4) ELECTRIC CAPSTANS.—Up to 5 p.m. on 15th Novem- 
ber for the supply and installation of three electric capstans, by 
the Timaru Harbour Board. Tenders will be considered only 
from British firms of repute who have previously constructed 
and installed similar capstans, which have worked satisfactorily. 
All parts shall be of British manufacture. The capstans are 
each to give an even and steady pull.of one ton on single rope 
from the barrel or capsian head, with a speed of travel of the 
rope of 180 feet per minute. Power will be supplied by the 
Board, the current being direct current, about 440 volts. 

Copies of the above-mentioned documents may be consulted by 
British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, O'd Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 

It is to be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited and that this intimation, therefore, will be of use 
only to firms having avents in New Zealand who can be in- 
structed by cable. 

SYNCHRONOUS CONVERTER SET.—The Imperial Trade 
Correspondent at Dunedin has forwarded a copy of the specifi- 
cation, general conditions of contract, and form of tender in con- 
nection with a call for tenders by the Dunedin City Council 
for the supply and delivery of a 1,000 k.w. synchronous converter 
set. (Contract No. 199.) 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received at the 
Office of Messrs. Preece, Cardew and Rider. 8, Queen Anne’s 
Gate, London, S.W.1, up to noon on 30th September together 
with a deposit of 5 per cent. of the amount of the offer. 

WIRES, CABLES AND OVERHEAD EQUIPMENT.—H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Wellington has forwarded a copy of the 
specification and conditions of tender for the supply of wires, 
cables and overhead equipment required by the Tramways and 
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Electricity Department of the Borough of Invercargill. . The 
final date for which tenders will be accepted is stated to be 
19th October. 

The contract is for the supply of 3 miles of trolley wire, 14 
miles of feeder wire, 40 feeder insulators, 100 strain insulators, 
and 120 straight line hangers, 40 single pull offs and 40 double 
pull offs. 

The copy of the specification and conditions of contract men- 
tioned above may be inspected at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Room 48), 55, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, up 
to 25th September, after which date they will be available for 
loan to such firms as may be unable to send a representative to 
the Department. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES.—A well-known and old-established 


South African firm of builders’ supply agents are desirous of 
representing United Kingdom manufacturers specialising in the 
following products:—Galvanised water piping, galvanised flat 
and corrugated iron, shovels, wheelbarrows, roofing felts, plain 
and barbed fencing wire. (Reference No. 374.) 

CHINA AND EARTHENWARE AND SOFT GOODS.—A 
Durban firm of manufacturers’ agents desire to secure the sole 
representation in South Africa of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of earthenware, crockery and chinaware, soft goods and women’s 
clothing. (Reference No. 375.) | 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 
BOOTS AND SHOES, READY-MADE CLOTHING, 


HOSIERY, UNDERWEAR, POTTERY AND GLASS, CAR- 
PETS, PIECE-GOODS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in 
Ottawa, who are about to open an office in the British West 
Indies, wish to obtain the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of boots and shoes; high-class clothing (men’s 
women's, and children’s); high-class ready-made clothing; rain- 
coats and waterproots; men’s and women’s outfitting and under- 
wear ; knitted goods; linens and woollens; hats and caps; pottery ; 
fine china and glassware; druggists’ sundries; and rugs, carpets 
and linoleums, on a commission, sales or consignment basis, for 
the British West Indies. (Reference No. 376.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 

PIG-IRON COAL AND GENERAL INDUSTRIAL SUP- 
PLIES.—A Belgian residing at Montigny sur Sambre desires to 
obtain the agency on commission of United Kingdom exporters 
of the above goods. Correspondence in French and English. (Re- 
ference No. 377.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





DENMARK. 

PAPER.—<An agent in Copenhagen desires to 
British manufacturer of paper. (Reference No. 378.) 

SODA ASH, GLAUBER SALTS.— A commission agent in 
Copenhagen is desirous of being placed in touch with manu- 
facturers who can supply :—200/300 tons of soda ash and 100/150 
tions of calcined Glauber salts. (Reference No. 379.) 

COTTON WASTE, ASBESTOS AND ASBESTOS YARN.— 
A well-recomemnded commission agent in Copenhagen is desirous 
of representing manufacturers of cotton waste, asbestos and 
asbestos yarn. (Reference No. 380.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


represent a 





FRANCE. 

OFFICE AND SHOP FITTINGS, WIRE GOODS FOR 
FENCING, BED AND BEDDING MATERIALS.—An agent 
in Paris desires to represent, on a cash basis, British firms 
exporting office and shop fittings and furnishings, wire goods for 
fencing, bed and bedding and materia!s. (Reference No. 381.) 

WOOLLEN MATERIALS, TWEEDS, ETC.—H.M. Consul- 
General, Paris, reports the receipt of the following enquiries :— 
An agent in Paris desires to represent, on a commission basis 
only, British manufacturers and exporters of woollen materials, 
tweeds, etc. He corresponds in English or French. (Reference 
No. 382.) 

RAW MATERIALS FOR THE PERFUMFRY INDUSTRY.— 
An agent in Paris desires to represent British firms manufac- 
turing raw materials for the manufacture of perfumery. (Refer- 
No. 383.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





GERMANY. 


OILS, ETC.—A German resident in Cologne desires to act 
as commission agent for a British firm dealing in oils, etc., 


























- > . . ’ a . 
firm of commission agents and manufacturers’ representa 


ee... 
OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continueg. 





for the manufacture of soap. The applicant correspond; 
English and gives bank references. (Reference No. 384,) ; 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 
Department of Overseas Trade. be 








HUNGARY, ETc. 


ELECTRICAL TECHNICAL ARTIOLES.—An Italian », 
cent in Budapest desires to represent British firms, in Hungary 
Austria, the Serb-Croat-Slovene State, and Roumania, fo, ji. 
sale of electrical technical articles, rubber tyres for automohj\. 
bicycles, carriages, etc. (Reference No. 385.) a 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 4, 
Department of Overseas Trade. | 





TALY. 

COTTON YARNS AND CHEMICAL PRODUCTs_: 
Iialian, established in Turin, former manager of an artify: 
silk factory, desires to secure British agencies for cotton varns 
and chemical products for industries, such as cellulose, cays 
soda, sodium sulphide. (Reference No. 386.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to th 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SPAIN. 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—A manufacturers’ agg: 
established in Barcelona (a British subject), who is at present 
in the United Kingdom, desires one or two more good agencies 
(Reference No. 387.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to th 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





TURKEY. 

HOSIERY, HANDKERCHIEFS, MANCHESTER GOODS 
PAPER, AND CHEMICALS.—A firm in Constantinople wish 
to be put in touch with British firms interested in hosiery, hand. 
kerchiefs, Manchester goods and all kinds of paper and chemicals 
(Reference No. 388.) 

JUTE GOODS.—A commission agent established in Constanti- 
nople, who is a British subject, wishes to act as agent for British 
manufacturers of jute goods. (Reference No. 589.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


TWEEDS AND SUITINGS, READY-MADE CLOTHING, 
BOOTS AND SHOES, TOILET PREPARATIONS, RUGS, 
STAINLESS CUTLERY, TOYS.—A firm of general importers, 
Savannah, Galveston, are anxious to get into touch with mam- 
facturers of tweeds and suitings for men and women, ready-made 
clothing, hats, caps, etc.; boots and shoes; toilet preparations; 
British and Oriental rugs; stainless cutlery; and toys manufac: 
tured in the United Kingdom. (Reference No. 590.) ; 

BOOTS AND SHOES, CLOTHING, HOSIERY, POTTERY 
AND GLASS, CARPETS, PIECE-GOODS, ETC.—A frm o 
manufacturers’ agents in Ottawa wish to obtain the representa 
tion of United Kingdom manufacturers of boots and_ shoes; 
high-class clothing (men’s, women’s and children’s) ; high-class 
ready-made clothing; raincoats; waterproofs; gent’s and ladies 
cutfitting and underwear; knitted goods; iinens and woollens: 
hats and caps; pottery, fine china and glassware ; drug sundries; 
rugs, carpets and linoleums; on a commission, sales or consigt 
ment basis for the United States. (Reference No. 391.) , 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








LATIN AMERICA. 





BRAZIL. 


CEMENT, HARDWARE, ETC.—A Brazilian 


TEXTILES, ‘azilla 
tives 1 
Sao Paulo, dealing principally in cement, hardware, textiles a 
general merchandise are desirous of taking up agencies for 
British manufacturers or exporters on a _ commission basis. 
(Reference No. 392.) 

Applications for names and addresses must 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. ; = 
PRINTING MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT.—Attention ' 


. Tats inting 
called to an announcement published by the National Printing 





be sent to the 


Works (Imprensa Nacional), Rio de Janeiro in the — 
Official ’ (Brazil) of the 18th July, 1920, relative to the call oe 
a ) 


will shortly be made for tenders for the supply © 
quantity of printing machinery and equipment. —* 

A copy of the “Diario Official ’’ as well as a translation he 
article which has been prepared may be consulted by -* 
firms interested on application at the Enquiry Office ‘ 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
minster, S.W.1. 
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CUBA: eNINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





sHIRTS, COLLARS AND CRAVATS.—A British commission 
ant, already representing various British manufacturers, 1s 
are us of securing the representation of a British manufacturer 
ype collars and cravats. (Reference No. 393.) 
“ plications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





AS. , 
HON ATADE MEN’S AND BOYS’ CLOTHING.—A 


. a ; ill — 
ish firm in Honduras is desirous of securing an agency 
Pr ritish firm manufacturing men’s and boys’ clothing (Ref- 
No. 504. 
ors pplications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





MEXICO. | 

H.M. Consul-General, Mexico City, reports the receipt of the 

ing enquiries :— 

NCES. SILK RIBBONS, HANDKERCHIEFS, ETC.—An 
old-established drapery house in Mexico City, with a large 
vetail business there and with agencies in different parts of the 
country, are desirous of being put into touch with British 
manufacturers of laces, silk ribbons, handkerchiefs, etc. (Refer- 
000 WARE AND NOVELTIEFS.—A Mexican citizen of good 
standing wishes to get into touch with British manufacturers 
nd dealers in hardware and novelties. (Reference No. 3596.) 
CHEMICALS, PAINTS, WIRE GOODS AND HARDWARE.— 
\ firm in Mexico City is desirous of securing agencies for British 
manufacturers of white lead and other chemicals, paints, wire 
yoods and hardware. The firm also import on their own account. 
fl e No. 397. 
"ction on and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


a 





URUGUAY, 

FURNITURE, SANITARY FITTINGS AND HARDWARE, 
WHISKY.—A firm of manufacturers’ representatives and com- 
nission agents in Montevideo desire to receive catalogues of 
British manufacturers of furniture, sanitary fittings and hard- 
ware, with a view to securing exclusive agencies in these lines, 
and also especially desires exclusive representation of a good 
brand of Scotch whisky. The firm are prepared to import on their 
own account, on the usual draft terms (draft at 90 days’ sight). 
Corresponds in English. (Reference No. 398.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to -ne 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


ERGOT OF RYE REMOVED FORM LIST OF 
PROHIBITED EXPORTS. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that as 
from 16th September, 1920, the following will be removed 
from the List of Prohibited Exports :— 

Ergot of rye, and the liquid extract of ergot. 


POSTAL SECTION 
PARCEL POST TO TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 


Parcels can now be accepted for transmission to any place 
in the Tanganyika Territory. , 

Particulars of the rates of postage may be obtained on 
application at any Post Office. 














PARCEL POST TO BRITISH TOGOLAND. 


Parcel post is suspended until further notice. 








LONDON-PARIS AIR MAIL SERVICE. 


The Postmaster-General announces that on and from 
Thursday, the 16th instant, the afternoon Air Mail to Paris 
will leave Waddon aerodrome an hour earlier, viz., at 
3.30 p.m. instead of 4.30 p.m. The latest times of posting 
zcneton will be altered correspondingly, and will be as 

ows : — 


(a) For letters handed in at certain Post Offices : — 


General Post Office .............00ce000. 2 p.m 
Threadneedle Street Branch Office 1.45 - 
Lombard Street Branch Office ... 1.45. ,, 
Parliament Street Branch Office 1.30 *. 
Charing Cross Branch Office ...... 1.50, 
i - ieee $3.10 ,, 
| 2 a A 1.45 .,, 
a 1.45 ,, 





GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





(For registered letters the mail will close 5 minutes earlier 
in each case.) 

(b) For letters posted in public letter boxes: — 

11.30 a.m. at the South Eastern District Office, 11.0 a.m. 
at other District Offices, and at the larger Branch Offices in 
the E.C. District, and 8.30 a.m. in all Sub-Districts. 

In the Provinces there will be no change, except at a few 
places in the South-east of England. In any case of doubt 
enquiry should be made of the local Postmaster. 


FOOD SECTION. 








GOVERNMENT BUTTER. 

Owing to the increased demand for butter by America 
and Kuropean countries, the world shortage of supplies is 
becoming accentuated, and it is unlikely that the Ministry 
of I’ood will be able to increase before the end of the year 
the quantity of Government butter which is at present being 
distributed regularly to retailers. This distribution is 
being made on a 1 oz. per head basis, calculated on the - 
number of their registered customers at the date of the 
discontinuance of individual rationing. The public are 
warned that under this system of distribution a ration of 
Government butter cannot be guaranteed to any individual 
consumer. 


a 


CONTROL OF WHEAT IMPORTS. 


The Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies announce that 
their Directions dated 12th December, 1918, relating to 
Import of Cereals, although amended by subsequent notices 
withdrawing from their operation barley, rye, rice, pulses, 
oats, maize and the products of those cereals, are still 
effectual as regards wheat, wheat flours, and wheat meals. 
These directions require (1) that all imports of a quantity 
of five tons and upwards shall be notified to the Royal Com- 
mission on Wheat Supplies, Trafalgar House, Waterloo 
Place, London, S.W.1, either on or before arrival by the 
original consignee as declared on the Bill of Lading; (2) 
that each notification shall give full particulars as to quan- 
tity, quality, shipping marks, cost, and the charges in- 
curred; (3) that such imports shall only be dealt with in 
such manner as the Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies 
may direct. 








COAL STRIKE PRECAUTIONS. 


The Food Controller announces that in the event of a 
coal strike, it will be necessary to reduce the weekly sugar 
ration from 12 oz. to 6 oz. per head. This reduction will 
be made on the first day of the strike. 

In order to guard against the danger of an actual shortage 
of supplies, steps will be taken, as circumstances demand, to 
regulate and restrict consumption in other essential food- 
stuffs, such as meat, bacon, flour and milk. 

If necessary, the Government will ration the whole country 
as a measure of public safety. 

While a strike in a great key industry like coal-mining 
must inevitably lead to hardship, Mr. McCurdy is satisfied 
that, given the loyal co-operation of the community and a 
general determination to maintain civil order, the arrange- 
ments which have been made will ensure adequate, if 
restricted, supplies of food throughout the country. 


— 
—_— 





COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


A list of Colonial Publications on Trade and other subjects 
recently received and filed for reference at the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) :— 


TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 
Australia: 
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA: 

Official Journal of the Commonwealth Institute of Science and 

Industry, April and May. 
NEw SouTH WALES: 

Report of the Department of Public Works for the Year ended 

30th June, 1919. 
British India: 
DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS: 

Accounts relating to the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation of British 
India for May, 1920. 

Agricultural Statistics of India, 1917-18; Volume II; Area Classifi- 
cation of Area, Area under Crops, Live Stock, Land Revenue 
Assessment, and Transfers of Land in certain Indian States. 

Union of South Africa: 

Fifteenth Annual Report of the Rand Water Board to the Honour- 
able the Minister for the Interior, Union of South Africa. 
Financial Year ended 3ist March, 1920. ; ; 

First Report of the Select Committee on the Profiteering Bill. 

Second Report of the Select Committee on Profiteering Bill on 
the Speculation in Foodstuffs Prevention Bill. ; 

Report of the Select Committee on Embargo on Export of Specie. 


——— 
——— 
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Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 








THE WEEKLY RETURN. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 37 weeks ended 9th September, 1920 :— 





Week | 37 Weeks Week 37 Weeks 
ended ended ended ended 
9th Sept.,| 9th Sept., | 9th Sept., | 9th Sept., 
1920. | 1920. 1920. 1920. 








IMP ORTS. Exports. 


Bales. | Bales. | Bales. Bales. 
American .. ..| 22,552 | 2,056,244 } 2,507; 112,387 
Brazilian .. veil 214 69,096 158 | 6,630 
East Indian aol 230 } 128,357 | 666 | 48,583 
Egyptian .. vel 34 | 290,141F 50 | 154,270 
Miscellaneous sol 684*| 250,934 | 450 17,337 











Total .. ..|_ 28,714 | 2,794,772 3,831} 339,207 





* Including 109 bales British West Indian. 

+ Including 7,370 bales British West Indian, 11,14 _ bales 
British West African, 20,453 bales British East African, and 
2.178 bales Foreign East African. 





August, aod January to August. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported, Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, 
and Returned to Ports, during the month and eight 
months ended August, 1920, compared with the corresponding 
periods of 1919. 





Morth of August. | Eight months ending 
. | August. 


| 


1920 | «3919 | 1920 





a —— — ————————— 
a ———— ona — 











IMPORTS. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. 
239,683 70,864 | 1,783,333 (1,939,703 
1,374 | 2.817 | 12,815 68, 882 
18,517 | 5.315 | 86,833 127,506 
; | 288,827 275,772 
161,810 | 245,744f 








347,329 146,150 | 2,333,618 | 2,657,607 


Exports. 

















American .. ea 639 | 11,789 20,133 108,026 
Brazilian .. 37 377 572 6,472 
East Indian sa 6,164 9.429 | 29,494 47,433 
tian .. - 3,395 | 4,980 |i 45,628 153,614 
llaneous 689 | Sil || 2,585 | 16,807 








Total .. 11.261 | 20,386 } 98,412 332,352 





ForRWARDED from Ports to INLanp Towns. 





American 170,223 
Brasilian .. — 5,820 | 
East Indian - 3,603 34 || 26,887 | 27,386 
tian .. .| 34,768 3 || 218,570 | 162,542 
scellaneous wa 11,328 | 61,651 | 73,682 


Total .. 225,742 | 162,623 || 1,658,7:1 


'1,311,071 | 1,434,104 
40,612 | 30,163 











| 1,727,§ 77 





FoRWARDED from InLaxp Towns to Ports. 





| | 
American .. .| | 56 | 884 1,105 
Brazilian .-. .| — | ae eas | as 
East Indian call = | ais 


Eeypran “ _ _ | — | ¢ 47 
llaneous 7 : 299 | 215 _ 457 


Total .. 164 355 | (1,099 1,609 
| 











* Including 891 bales British West Indian, 3,535 bales British 
West African, 5,225 bales British East African, and 112 hales 
Foreign East African. _ 

+ Including 7,194 bales British West Indian, 11,154 bales 
British West African, 20,453 bales British East African, and 
2.178 bales Foreign East African. 
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COMMERCIAL RETURNS —continuea. 


CORN PRICES. 

STATEMENT showing the average price of British Corn per quart. 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 11th Septem. 
ber, 1920, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act. 1882;— 

— —_—___.. ee 








Average Price. 





| Wheat. Barley. 





s. d. _ ° 

Week ended Ilth September, 1920. 906 SO 
Corresponding week in— 

BUES oc - ae . 7 

1914... ad - a 29 

1915... - - al » 7 39 

1916, am sh a bf 52 

an a ie oe 57 

1918... = ~ ead 2 60 

919, — is oi Ws 6 9? 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of Com 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight @ 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into th 
imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure th 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat. fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, ang 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


a 
—_— 





BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 





Geometrical Investigation of the Formation of Images ig 
Optical Instruments.—Edited by M. Von Rohr. ( Forming 
Vol. 1 of ‘‘The Theory of Optical Instruments.’’) Translated 
by R. Kanthack. H.M. Stationery Office, price £2 ds, net, 

The translation of Volume I of Von Rohr’s “Theorie 
der Optischen Instrumente,’’ undertaken by Mr, RB, 
Kanthack for the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, has now been completed, and the volume has 
been published for the Department by His Majesty’s 
Stationery Office. 

The translation was authorised in the interests of the 
scientific and industrial development of Optics, and was 
supervised by the Editorial Committee which had pre 
viously directed the translation of Gleichen’s ‘Theory of 
Modern Optical Instruments.’’ The first edition of the 
latter volume has already been exhausted; a revised 
edition is now in preparation, and should be ready for 
issue towards the end of the current year. 

It is confidently hoped that the translation of Von 
Rohr’s treatise now put forward will prove valuable, par- 
ticularly to scientists and students of the English-speaking 
races, and that it will be a standard work of reference 
for many years. The main subjects dealt with are as 
follows : — 

The Fundamental Principles of Geometrical Optics. 

The Computation of Rays through a System of Refract 

ing Surfaces. 

Abbe’s Geometrical Theory of the Formation of 
Optical Images. 

The Formation of Optical Images. 

The Theory of Spherical Aberration. 

The Theory of Chromatic Aberration. 

Computation of Optical Systems in accordance with 
the Theory of Aberration. 

Prisms and Systems of Prisms. 

The Limitation of Rays in Optical Systems (Theory 
of Stops). 

Intensity of Rays transmitted through Optical 
Systems (Photometry of Optical Instruments). 


Trading Opportunities in New Zealand.—A special New 
Zealand Trade Supplement to the ‘‘ Advertising World.” 
Published by the ‘‘Advertising World,’ Ltd., Sardinia 
House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 

This supplement is recommended to British firms inte 
ested in the New Zealand market, and the publishers 
have offered to supply a free copy to any readers of 

“Board of Trade Journal’? making application direct @ 

Sardinia House. Now that the importance of advertising 

in Overseas markets is being more and more recogn 

the publishers of this supplement are to be congratulat 
for dealing so exhaustively with all aspects of advertising 
in so far as New Zealand is concerned. Special articles 
describe the characteristics of the market, and the adver 
tisements of the leading New Zealand advertising firms 
offer a ready choice to United Kingdom readers of 
particular channel which they might care to utilise. 


_ 
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